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Jack Clark, a 427 (London) Wing member for twenty years,
turned 90 on May 14th, 2020. Because of COVID-19, his
family was not permitted to celebrate with a social gathering
so developed a creative way to mark the occasion. “We
decided to ask friends, family and colleagues to send their
birthday wishes by video,” said his daughter Peggy Clark.
“We were deeply touched with over 50 replies, including a
personal message from Lindsay Mathyssen, MP London
Fanshawe and a collaborative effort from the 862 Lambeth
Lightning Squadron.”

Jack’s daughters (Debbie, Sherry, Lori, and Peggy)
wished to highlight his life-long dedication to serving
Canada. Without knowing where to start, they reached
out to Brent Elgie and Sam Newman from the 427 Wing
who suggested they contact Captain Susan Graystone
of the 862 Squadron. “Captain Graystone worked with
my dad for 15 years in his capacity as Cadet Liaison”
continued Peggy. “Her contribution was instrumental in
the creation of The Jack Clark Leadership Award.”

The award will be presented annually to the cadet
who shows exceptional leadership by motivating and
encouraging others to do their best. Jack was honoured to
present the first award to WO1 Paige Wakelin during the
virtual ceremony atthis year’s 862 Lambeth Lightning ACR.
The ceremony in its entirety can be found here: https:/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NSvyoUT9Tk&t=1760s
with Jack’s presentation at the 27:36 mark.

Why cadets?

Jack joined the cadets at a young age and soon after,
spent 5 years in the Navy. At the age of 24, he joined the
RCAF where he spent 20 years before retiring at the age
of 44. After his retirement from the Air Force, he joined
the Ministry of Transportation where he worked for an
additional 19 years.

Jack joined the 427 (London) Wing on May 8, 2000, and
has been an active member, serving in several positions,
including: President, Immediate Past President, 1st Vice-
president, and Air Cadet Liaison Officer for approximately
15 years — where he built long-term relationships with
cadets and staff members at each squadron.

Thank you Jack!
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RCAFA) MISSION STATEMENT

The RCAFA is a national aerospace and community service organization to:

427 (LONDON) WING BOARD OF DIRECTORS

« Commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who
served as members of Canada’s Air Forces since its inception;

 Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and,
 Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program.

Director - Acting Chairperson

Gus Cameron

519-457-3575

anc@bell.net

Director - Secretary

Tom Pillon (secretary@427wing.com)

519-660-8099

ve3hor@gmail.com

519-657-2499

johnston.hojo@rogers.com

chuck.hardy@sympatico.ca

519-494-1053

basandler@bell.net

Director Howard Johnston
Director Chuck Hardy
Treasurer - Acting Barry Sandler
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Vacant Positions — Food Services, Bar Officer, Entertainment, Sports - call Wing for info

Web-Site

www.427wing.com

Membership Chairperson

Chuck Hardy

519-452-1379

chuck.hardy@sympatio.ca

Housing

Tom Pillon

519 660-8099

v33hor@gmail.com

Public Relations and Museum

Wellness/Parkwood Liaison

Hilda Smeltzer,

Charlene Odonnell, Hazil Malone

519-657-5759

fhsmeltzer@rogers.com

Fundraising B. Sandler, R. McKinnon, G. Cameron 519-457-3575 anc@bell.net

Kit Shop Fred Pettit 519 451-0467 arrow105@sympatico.ca
Euchre Club Don Clarke 519-455-9350

Museum

Air Cadet Liaison Brent Elgie 519-539-5956 Igairs@gmail.com
Lottery Tom Pillon 519-660-8099 ve3hor@gmail.com
Advisor Rene McKinnon 519-471-8003 renemck@sympatico.ca
War Graves, Poppy Fund, David Smith/Terry Rushton

Heritage/ History & Veterans’ David Smith

Memorial

Tours

CLUB SERVICES

Wing Manager Flo Douglas 519-455-0430

Bar Steward/Rentals Flo Douglas 519-455-0430

Padre Frank Mantz for more info, ask a member of the Executive
London Link Liaison Reg Lownie rjlownie@gmail.com

London Link graphic artist Cathy Wood cathyrwood@gmail.com

Over 1,000sq ft for Rent at 427 (London) Wing — This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of
parking. This clean, attractive setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday events,

musical concerts or any type of event youd like to have. Holds 125.

* Call for rental rates ® Catering IS an option! Call Flo at 519-455-0430 for more information.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

1. FRIDAY LUNCHES

To meet the Link deadline, this article was written in early June. The province will
provide guidelines for the safe reopening as well as what date we can open. The
Wing remains closed until July 31st. We are working on a reopening plan and will
provide you with the details before the first Friday lunch.

2. FINANCES
Membership renewals, donations, and rental payments since we closed because
of COVID-19 is the only income. Expenses exceed income.

3. FUNDRAISING

Member Linda Brimson has reprinted, with permission from the Canadian War
museum a WW |l aviation poster, originally from De Havilland Canada Ltd. The
message is timely, and can raise much-needed funds for the Wing. Anyone
keen on RAF or RCAF history will enjoy the poster. There is also a new 5”x7”
postcard available, featuring a beautiful reproduction of a stamp created for the
British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. Please see details in her article in this
Link edition.

4. AVIATION HUB

Board members are developing a plan, that if accepted by you, our members,
can see the Airport area of the city, become a hub of aviation training, historical
enhancement of museums, partnering with Fanshawe College, Diamond Flight
Centre, the Airport, and nearby businesses. It will take time. There is a need to
change some aspects of our goals and missions in order to survive well into the
future. The Board will provide updates as they become known.

5. WING GENERAL MEETING

We need to hold a general meeting sometime this year when it is safe to do so.
On the agenda will be an election to fill vacant positions on the Board.

Barry Sandler, the acting Treasurer, will give up that position to focus on strategic
planning for the Wing. Barry is in the process of changing the accounting method
to a more reliable and easier to operate system using QuickBooks.

5. INTERNAL AUDITORS NEEDED
We are looking for two members to conduct an internal audit. If interested, please
let a Board member know.

TO ALL MEMBERS, STAY WELL AND SAFE.
Chuck Hardy

LIST OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
427 (LONDON) WING - as of October 1, 2019

Barry Sandle_r Howard Johnston

bsandler@sympatico.ca johnston.hojo@rogers.com
519-494-1053 519-657-2499
Chuck Hardy

Tom Pillon
ve3hor@gmail.com
519-660-8099

chuck.hardy@sympatico.ca
519-452-1379

Gus Cameron
anc@bell.net Ontario Group Representative

519-457-3575 Rene McKinnon
renemck@sympatico.ca
519-471-8003

THE LONDON LINK | 3



Per Ardua

OAS/GIS one-time payments to seniors
expected week of July 6, 2020

On June 4, 2020, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
delivered a much-anticipated update for seniors on
the one-time, tax-free payments of $300 for seniors
eligible for the Old Age Security (OAS) pension, and
the further $200 for seniors eligible for the Guaranteed
Income Supplement (GIS).

Since the one-time payments were announced nearly
a month ago, many have wondered when they can
expect to receive the funds. Some older Canadians are
struggling. They have seen increased grocery costs,
new fees to access deliveries, and some have lost a
source of income.

The federal government has announced that the one-
time payments will be delivered the week of July 6,
2020.

Seniors do not need to apply for this one-time special
payment. The payment will be issued automatically
during the week of July 6, and seniors who reside in
Canada can expect to receive the payment by direct
deposit or cheque that week. For seniors who reside
outside Canada, the one-time payment will also be
issued in July for those on direct deposit, but delays
can be expected for cheques, given international postal
disruptions.

Reg Lownie

Air Commodore Leonard Joseph Birchall (then Squadron
Leader Birchall), was flying a patrol over the Pacific Ocean
near Ceylon, when he and his crew spotted a Japanese
invasion fleet heading for Ceylon. The crew managed to
radio a warning before being shot down, killing 3 crew and
leaving 6 alive. The Easter Sunday attack on Ceylon went
ahead but Birchall’s signal put the base on high alert. Birchall
spent the rest of the war as a POW.
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VIRTUAL VISITS

A new way to get a ‘house call’

There was a time when physicians more often visited
patients in their homes. In-home visits are again
becoming more popular, but via modern technology.
In collaboration with patients and their families, the
Canadian Medical Association, the College of Family
Physicians of Canada and the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada have created a
guide to help patients prepare for “virtual visits” with
their doctor. It focuses on video visits, although it is also
possible to receive virtual care through phone calls,
text messaging and email. They recommend that you
read the entire guide to gain the best possible results.

The guide is available at:
https://www.cma.ca/sites/default/files/pdf/Patient-
Virtual-Care-Guide-E.pdf

The Londoner to run 427
Advertisement over 4 weeks
(Thursday publication)

As part of a promotion by PostMedia, the ad below will
run complimentary Thursdays for four weeks starting

July 23. Please forward it along and help increase our
membership!



New Poster available from the Wing

There’'s a wonderful WWII aviation poster available
by donation, to have in your home, office, workshop or
hangar for family, veterans and friends to enjoy. The
perfect gift to support the Wing!

It was originally produced by de Havilland Canada Ltd.
(DHC), who produced the multi-purpose Mosquito and
training airplane, Tiger Moth, at its Downsview Ontario
facility in Toronto.

The DHC-1 Chipmunk, another training aircraft, followed
in 1946. The Chipmunk was de Havilland Canada’s first
all-Canadian design.

Available in 11” x17” size, and 13”"x 19” size on slightly
heavier stock.

Full-colour, the poster provokes memories of Air Force
bases. Order yours today by phoning the Wing 519
455-0430, or email Wing member Linda Brimson, linda.
brimson@yahoo.com.

NASA - SPOT THE STATION

You can watch the International Space Station pass
overhead. It is the third brightest object in the sky and
easy to spot if you know when to look up.

Visible to the naked eye, it looks like a fast-moving
plane only much higher and traveling thousands of
miles an hour faster!

You can sign up with NASA to be notified of the best
opportunities to look up and spot the station from your
location! Visit: https://spotthestation.nasa.gov

Sample Email Notification

WWII Spitfire Pilot sees film of his
crash landing after 61 years

An 18 year-old just out of high school was trained to
take pictures of damage done to German targets by
B-17s. He flew a British Spitfire fitted with extra fuel
tanks where the guns were. At 18 years old, he was all
alone behind enemy lines, with no guns and no escort.

Stored for 61 years in two suitcases of 16mm home
movies that were inherited by filmmaker William Lorton
from his great uncle who served as a Flight Surgeon were
3 hours of war footage that included a compelling crash
landing of a Spitfire in 1944. Mr. Lorton tracked down the
pilot in the crash and arranged to interview him.

Then 83 years old, imagine his reaction when he was
shown the film and realized it was him!

You can see it at:
https:/www.youtube.com/embed/ie3SrjLIcUY

“Hey, that’s me! Hell, I've never seen that before! Where
did you get that?”
THE LONDON LINK | 5



LAC K. G. Spooner, GC
Application for purchase of Spooner Legacy Stone

427 (London) Wing displays many Legacy Stones which pay tribute to our Veterans, our friends, families
and neighbours, that have been remembered in a lasting tribute, which we all can admire.

We, the members of this Air Force Association Wing, are truly proud of all our past efforts,
as well as recent ones, to continue to beautify our RCAF Wing property.

Perhaps you would like to remember someone in this special manner.
For those who might like to purchase a Spooner Legacy Stone, we are located on the London
International Airport property, north of Oxford Street at 2155 Crumlin Side Road, London, ON N5V 3Z9.

Please print the information shown below:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

Spooner Legacy stone of 'red brick' to read:

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:

Cost for engraving: 2 Lines - $115.00 -- 3 Lines - $125.00 -- 4-6 Lines - to be negotiated

Signature of Purchaser: Date:

Make cheques payable to 427 (London) Wing, RCAF Association. Mark it: ‘SPOONER MEMORIAL’

For more information, visit us at www.427wing.com or call Wing Manager, Flo Douglas, at 519-455-0430
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Rally Round 427 Wing - 70 years strony

427 (London) Wing RCAF Association needs your help, please
With all 427 Wing events cancelled due to COVID-19shutdowns, eventrevenueis nil.

We're raising funds to meet our commitment for the outstanding roofing replacement expense in 2019, to continue our active
veteran, community and museum programs.

Our wonderful WWII RCAF Canteen building, on London International Airport property, must be maintained for future years.
Originally from Station Crumlin Flight School, it’s a historical treasure, and a wonderful, rare example of British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan buildings.

With innovation and determination, 427 Wing will continue to support Veterans of all Conflicts, host Air Cadets as they study for
pilot licenses, curate RCAF history and educate our local communities.

Will you please donate today to 427 (London) Wing RCAF Association?

We're asking all veterans and theirfamilies, all air cadets and their families, all aviation enthusiasts, historicalarchitecture
lovers, appreciators of BCATP history, and anyone who has enjoyed Wing hospitality and Flo’s great meals, to please make their
donation now. Your action will help the Wing through this most difficult time.

It’s critical that friends of the Wing act now, to ensure its future.

The Wing sends sincere best wishes foryour health, and heartfelt appreciation for your generosity.
3 Donation Options: Please use the attached link to donate on CanadaHelps website.
You can also donate by calling the Wing: 519 455-0430; leave a message, and your call will be returned.

You can make a cheque to RCAF Association Trust Fund, and on the memo line of cheque, write:
“For 427 (London) Wing”. Mail cheque to 427 Wing (London) RCAF Association, 2155 Crumlin Road,
London ON N5V 3Z9 Canada (Tax receipts are available)
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Membership Report

Obituaries

Since the last edition of the Link, we are saddened by
the loss of :

JACK VIAU

MAY 4, 2020
Jack was a regular member of the Wing since
September 1997. He served in the Canadian Guards of
the Canadian Army. He is survived by his wife Norma.

Jack owned a logistics company and on several
occasions, he moved heavy equipment for 427
(London) Wing. When the Wing prepared frozen
meals for the aircrew at the St. Thomas Airshow, Jack
who lived in St. Thomas, transported the meals to the
airshow. In his early years as a member, Jack served
as Housing Officer. He instituted procedures that are
still in use.

JOHN PIETRASZKO
JUNE 13, 2020
John passed away on Saturday June 13th in his
87th year at Victoria Hospital following a brief illness.
John is survived by his wife Eileen. No obituary in the
newspaper as of June 16th.

He served in the RCAF from 1951 and retired as a
Warrant Officer in 1975. During his Air Force career
he served in a United Nations mission, a tour of
duty at Alert and was awarded the Canadian Forces
Decoration and the Centennial Medal. Following his
service in the RCAF, John worked at the University of
Western Ontario.

John was an avid euchre player and attended most
Tuesday afternoon sessions with Eileen. He added
the scores on the euchre sheets, and announced the
winners. John also enjoyed playing bridge. He loved
sports and was a fitness trainer at Wolseley Barracks
during his last posting.

CHARLIE MELANSON
We are also saddened with the recent passing of Charlie
Melanson. Charlie was Wing President from 1997 until
2001. Charlie was instrumental in designing a new
kitchen for the Wing and led members who contributed
materials and labour for a number of projects.

Charlie organized the Spooner Memorial Project and
formed a committee to promote the sale of legacy stones.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
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Membership Contest

In the last edition, | mentioned a Membership Contest.
Flo and | made the draw. The first winner was John
Funston, who told us to extend his membership by a
year. Next, we drew Deloris Lloyd’s name. Deloris
asked Flo to use her payment as a donation to the Wing.
We thank both John and Deloris for their generosity
and we also thank all members who renewed their
membership by the contest deadline of May 15th. We
intend to run another draw next year.

Chuck Hardy, Membership Chairperson

ADVERTISE IN THE LONDON LINK

- Reach prospective
customers
+ Support 427 (London) Wing

Call 519-455-0430
for details!

BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION

CONTENT DIGITAL DISPLAY WEB DEVELOPMENT

[SEARCH| socCIAL DIGITAL AuDio [WiiBEG| [PRINT

R IINSOLUTIONS

POSTMEDIASOLUTIONS.COM




If you are not hearing well or do
not wear your hearing aids, we

WELCOME TO...

—~—
Libro Credit Union.
Over 70 years in the making
— cooperative banking, made

can help!

We offer no-obligation second
opinions!

in southwestern Ontario for
life and business here.

London Audiology Consultants is an CREDIT UNION

independent clinic, locally owned and
operated for 30 years.

1-800-361-8222. libro.ca

Call us today! .
LOND-0N 519-435-1899 N . . . B o
AUDIOLOGY Sy moiils & saving . borrowing . investing . sharing

CONSULTANTS

London, ON =

www.londonaudiology.com

KROWN®
Rust Protection Company

565 Glasgow Street
London, ON N5W 6E5
Ph: 519-432-3337
F: 519-432-9021
beu.krown@on.aibn.com

Protect.
Maintain.

Owner: Mike Beukeboom
Save.

. )

TRUCKS & CARS

JB Trucks’n Stuff

5075 Dundas Street
4 miles east of London
www.JBtrucksnstuff.com

Cris Batraglia
Sales Manager
Cris@jbtrucksnstuff.com

John Brotzel, President (Retired)
jbjohn@msn.com
Se Habla Espafiol - B.B.B.

519 432-5000
Fax 519 268-2789

TO ADVERTISE HERE
CALL 519-455-0430
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Stay Calm and Carry On by Linda Brimson

We hear much talk of the economy today — local businesses
closed or struggling, provincially-mandated essential
services; and the world economy. A couple years ago, |
realized there is another critical grassroots economy, one
that 427 (London) Wing RCAF Association plays a part in.

I’'m referring to the non-profit and registered charitable
groups and their army of unpaid volunteers. Take a moment
to think about all the important work these groups and their
devoted members offer - week in, week out across this great
country of Canada.

These volunteers are most definitely an essential service
to the people and projects they work for and support. There
are the social agencies that offer help to people experiencing
domestic violence, homelessness, addiction. There are groups
supporting the lonely and isolated, for example the Alzheimer
Society. There are volunteer workers in the hospitals, Long
Term Care homes and schools. All these organizations cannot
function without their volunteers to fundraise, offer hands-on
work, be drivers, answer the phones, make deliveries, support
outreach efforts in the community.

There are the arts and entertainment organizations. At times
naysayers dismiss the value of art, music, and performance
in dire situations, insisting they are unnecessary. History has
proven humans need the creative release and connection
that art in all its forms bring to both artist and viewer.

The environmental groups are essential to earth’s health
and recovery from abusive practices. In London | have been
thrilled to volunteer a few times with Reforest London. There
is a wonderful feeling when planting trees for a future legacy.
And so many young people are involved and knowledgeable,
it is wonderful to see.

Today our 427 (London) Wing is at a crossroads. Even before
the current catastrophe of a worldwide pandemic, some

people questioned whether historical service groups may
have outlived their usefulness. Long-time service groups
such as Legions, Lions and Kin Clubs, and dozens of other
non-profits face challenging times.

How each individual group chooses to respond will say
something about their leadership, their will to survive and

commitment to serve their communities. In many groups,
lack of funds will be the final nail in the coffin. When groups
cannot meet their monthly expenses, there are few options.

Please know the directors of your 427 Wing have been
meeting weekly via telephone conference. Plans were being
discussed re fundraising months ago. There are commitments
and brainstorming sessions to deal with each week’s crisis
and survival planning. Members are most welcome to offer
positive suggestions and ideas.

Your directors do not operate within a bubble of unreality.
They face the harsh reality that many non-profit and charitable
organizations may not survive this unprecedented time where
groups cannot host their events to generate funds. Our
members are in the high-risk group for the COVID-19 virus
due to age or possible health challenges. We pray each of our
members and friends are able to take necessary precautions.

No one knows the future. The virus is calling the shots. |
take comfort in the resilience and goodness of people within
the Wing, and within my community and country. Canadians
respond well when asked to be generous and when confronted
with tremendous challenges. Earlier generations have given us
a great example — Stay Calm and Carry On,works well.

Each day | count my blessings and remind myself | have
much to be thankful for. Most of us are serving our forced
confinement in the comfort of our homes, with sufficient
food and the means to maintain human connections. In this
unusual time, let’s open our hearts to the suffering of others,
remain committed to our goals of service and unselfishness,
and rededicate ourselves to a purposeful life.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Due to the COVD-19 pandemic 427 Wings events are cancelled until further notice. For more informa-
tion on the Wing please call 519 455-0430 and leave a message and we
will get back to you.

Benefits Payment Calendar 2020
Below are dates for recurring Government of Canada benefit payments administered by Canada
Revenue Agency. If you signed for direct deposit, payments will be made to your bank account.

January 29, 2020 May 27, 2020 September 28, 2020
February 26, 2020 June 26, 2020 October 28, 2020
March 27, 2020 July 29, 2020 November 26, 2020

April 28, 2020

August 27, 2020

December 29, 2020

CPP payments include the CPP retirement pension, CPP disability, children’s benefits and survivor’s benefits.
OAS benefits are made out on the same dates and include the OAS pension,
Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS), Allowance and Allowance for the Survivor.
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BIRTHDAY BRATS

JULY HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

Kevin Acs, Gerry Burke, Pablo Calcaterra, Loree Johnston, Roland Joselyn,
Reg Lownie, Jean McGinnes, Cathy Newman, Ed Rempel, Jack Schenck, Pete Schussler, Helen
Simpson, Eve Sutherland, Jan Sydorko, David Wallace, Bill West and Joe Wyatt.

AUGUST HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Gerard Anctil, John Brotzel, Larry Calver, Don Clarke, Gwen Clarke, Geoffrey Corfield,
John DeWit, Bob Fenn, Chuck Hardy, Irene Mathyssen, Rosetta McGlinchey and Greg Popelas.

“The older the fiddler,

the sweeter the tune.”
~English Proverb

LONDON LINK SUBMISSION DEADLINES:

January/February: December 18th ¢ March/April: February 15th. May/June: April 17th ¢ July/August: Junel7th.
September/October: August 18th ¢ November/December: October 18th.

Please forward any articles that you consider of value to the Wing members and we will do our best to get it to print.
Sometimes submissions are of such a size that we then make them a two, or three part series.

Looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your photos, stories etc with our members.
(For good reproduction at reasonable size, photos should be fairly high resolution)

Expo Insurance Brokers Inc.
5484 Tomken Road Unit 9
Mississauga, ON, L4W 276
905-212-7007 or 1-877-312-7007

Promoting People, Providing Promotions

Steven W. Levschuk, MAS, President

p: 519-659-5862 x222 f: 519-659-7052
steveschuk@talbot-promo.com
384 Neptune Cres, London N6M 1A1

www.talbot-promo.com
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Please call 519-455-0430 or visit the
427 (London) Wing Facebook page for updates.

July 2020
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