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SPOONER MEMORIAL
CEREMONY

See page 11 for story and
more pictures.
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RCAFA) MISSION STATEMENT
The RCAFA is a national aerospace and community service organization to:

. Commemorate the noble achieyements of the men and women who
served as members of Canada'.s Air Forces since its inception;

. Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and,
. Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program.

President Barry Sandier 519-494 1As3

Past President Terrv Ru.shton trushtonT l@-bel1.net

1't Mce President anc(abell.net

2"'1 Vice President ve3hor@gmail.com

Secretar hotmail.ca

Treasurer Liyran Shi 226-977-6128 UPCSLY@gmail.com
'A

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS i#.V IAW,I*- 22b 12t".7006 ftq -fi 01 futy tJ

Wine Manaeer Fio Douglas 519-455-A4A

Bar Steward/Rentals 519-455-043A

Padre 5&r,u/r'f 010urv'ft["tllr,0q'i, rlp fv(,,( | Xrl
London Link Editor

0ver 1,000sq ft for Rent at 427 (London) Wing - This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of
parking. This clean, attractiye setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday eyents,
musical concerts or any type of event youd like to have. Holds 125.

' Call for rental rates . Catering IS an option! CaIl Flo at5l9-455-0430 for more information.

427 (LONDON) WING EXECUTTVE COUNCTL (WEC) lUr,Y rST 20i8TO IUNE 30 2019.

519-472-4268

519-457 -3575

Tom Pillon 519-660-8099

Faben Wossenew 226-378-6936

Vacant Positions - Food Seruices, Bar Afficea Ent€rtainment, Sports and Sgt-at-Arms - call Wi x

Web-Site

Membersh Chuck Hardy 5t9-452-1379 chuck.hardy@slzmpatio. ca

Pubiic Relations Reg Lownie 519-667-1989 riownie@yahoo.com

Weliness/Parkwood Liaison Brent Elgie, Sam Newman
Hilda Smeltze r, Hazll Malone

5t9-452-1886 sfn.afac@rogers.com

Fundraising P HarL, R. McKinnon, C. (lameron 519-457-3575 anc@be11.net

Kit Shop Fred Pettit st9 4s1-0467

Euchre Club Don Clarke 5t9-455-9350

Museum

Air Cadet Liaison Iack Clark 5 9-685- I 303

Lot Mike Rvan 5 9-455,1668

Nominations Jack Clark, CD 5 9-686- l 303 iackjoanc@gmail.com
War Graves, Poppy Fund
Heritage/ History & Veterans'
Memorial

David Smith
Pablo Calcaterra

519-857-6468
Beating the heat

at the Airshorv

691s@rosers.com

grblo.calcaterra@outlook.com

Tours Armin Grunwald, COM, MSM 5t9-474-2194 wins42Ttours@rosers.com

CLUB SERVICES

Flo Dougias 5iq
FrankMantz f fi /+.t3*34b'

lq 711 '5+5t-
fahrYA 9i9 bt
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Message from the President

As usual, spring has seen more actir,tty at the 427 pondon) Wing. trlsewhete in the Link you will find articles about the teceflt

acceptance by the Wing of the Silver Cross Medal ptesented to RCAF Cpl Fred Granget Cpl Gtanger lived in London prior
to joining the RCAF during the Second Wotld \)Vat, and died in India tn 1945. His stoty and a photo of the medal is on page 9.

The Wing also received a donation and the Spint of Flight Museum of two carrleras used by photogtapher Ron Nelson, who

instructed Air Observer students under the British Cornmonwealth Training Plan at RCAF Station Crumlin dudng W\7 IL
You can read about these cametas o11 page 6 and they ate ofl drsplay in a cabinet at the Wing. And a well-attended Memorial

Ceremony took place on May 11, when zbout 60 Wing members and friends were present to take part 111 the annual Spooner

Memorial Legacy Stone Laying, conducted by our Wing Padre, Frank Mantz. Photos and a write-up ate available on page 11.

On May 1 1th a ceremofly was held to commemorate the laying of an additional 30 stones at the Spooner Memorial.

(See page 11.)

Our fund-raising has been showing great pfogfess as many membets have stepped up and made signif,cant donations, but we

have many upgrades to keep out S0-year old wartime treasure in shape. Beside sealing out leaking roof we are engaging an

engtneering firm to do a stucflrral snrdy to point our repaits in the right ditection.

As usual, 427 pondon) Wing will be present at the Gteat Lakes Intetnaional Air Show, as well as at ffre London Airshow in
Septembet. We will also participate again in Doots Open in Septembet.

This year 427 pondon) Wing is working with Diamond Flight Centet, who will be training twelve air cadets in the Power Flight

Training Programme. 427 Q,ondo'n) Wing will prowide dinners for trvo week nights as well as use of the facilities for some non-

flight taining.

Please welcome and show suppott fot the new executir.'e of the 42'7 (I-ondon) Wing fot 2O18-2019:

President: Barry Sandleq 1st Vice Pres.: Gus Cameron, 2nd Vice Ptes. Tom Pillon, Tteasurer: Liyran Shi, Sectetary: Faben

STossenew, Past Ptes.: Tery Rushton. They bring a fresh injection of new energy to the team, and desewe out firll support.

- Terry Ru-shton - (oat-goiag) President

ArpsHow
LJ}ND@N I|/EC
&{einfr;rg ?0 {*art aS lo,r{o,r 4,nels*e 

LONDON
Notes from the Secretary:

A decline in sales over the past few months has led to the decision to donate most of our items to a local chatity. Many"thanks
to all who donated and helped.

The intention is to continue with weekly book sales.

Some Membership Memos
With a lot of help and patience, C"ilry Newmaa, yout Membership Charrperson fot more thafl 10 years is teaching me the
"ropes" of the Membership World

Question: Is membership less time consuming and easier than Secretatial duties?

Feebie arrswer: no and no - but Cathy is a very good teacher.

Learning Microsoft Access is main challenge. Easier than Mictosoft Excel (once it is conqueted) is mote usefirl in doing repotts
such as the birthday btats list, special report for RCAFA headquartets, and others for local needs.

Some new and energetic membets who are also working fu1l or part-time. To mention just two, the Ptesident of Diamond Flight
Centte, BiIl Welsh, tejoined. The Accountant of Diamtnd Flifht Centre, Mike Desiardins also joined in eadyJune.

Enjoy yout summer everyone,

- Chuch llardy - Secretary
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PerArdua

A couple of weeks ago I was at the Wing and after lunch I decided to take a little closer look at some of the photos on the border that
runs along the top of the bar room. There is a great variety of scenes - different faces, different places, but one that caught my eye
was about two or three frames from the back door.

It was a colour photo of a trip taken i8 years ago by about 60 or 70 Wing members, on April 19-20,200A. The trip was organized by
then Wing President Charlie Melanson who, I imagine, had a little help from volunteers. They rented a comfortable bus, arranged
for the motel, checked out restaurants in the area and wrote to their destination to warn them that a group of aircraft enthusiasts
would be coming to visit. The travel time to from London was about 6 hours, so with an early start there would be enough time
remaining to visit for several hours, then an overnight stay at a nearby motel and the return to London the following day. .

The destination was the National Museum of the United States Air Force in Dayton, Ohio, and nobody that took the trip was

disappointed by what there was to see and do, such as standing close to a B52 bomber which has a wingspan of 185.0 feet (56.4

metres), about half the length of a Canadian football field. You may recall the B52 starring in a satiric 1964 movie titled "Dr.
Strangeiovei' In fact, the museum at Dayton is spread over 64 acres, with over 360 aircraflon display, plus many other exhibits and
things to see and enjoy. Lots of walking, but no charge for parking or entrance.

Dayton maybe the best aviation and space museum in the USA, but there are others, in particular the Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum, which, ifyou have the time, is about 7 hours to the south and east of Dalton. The Smithsonian has two locations: the
first is the Air and Space Museum located in downtown Washington, D.C. and the second is the Udvar-Hazy Centre, about 45 miles
west of Washington in Chantilly, Virginia. The Washington museum exhibits include the 1903 Wright flyer, the Spirit of St. Louis,
a planetarium and an IMAX theatre. At Udvar-Hazy is the high-altitude, high-speed strategic reconnaissance SR-71 Biackbird and
the famous 829 "Elona Gayi'the aircraft that dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

But Canada also has aircraft museums to visit, large and small, from coast to coast. You can find them simply by typing list "Canadian
aircraft museums" into your browser. Of the fifteen air museums listed for Ontario, the two major ones are: the National Air Force
Museum of Canada at CFB Trenton and the Canadian Aviation and Space Museum in Ottawa. And ifyoute travelling this summer,
there are more than 50 listed across the country, from Comox, B.C. on the west coast to Gander, Ner,r{oundland on the east. There
should be one prefty close to wherever you're going. Enjoy your summer.

-RegLounie

NAFR/ANRF

lf you are receiving a pension as a result of your
employment with the Federal government - military,

RCMP or public service - the FSNA has something for
you. Call 519-439-3762 or visit our website at

www.fsnalondon.com lt's that easy.
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Repairs have been made to our roof
but our 80 year old building is still in

urgent need of other repairs.
Every dollar counts, and every donation
over $20 will give you a tax deduction

when it's tax time in 2019.

Please contact Flo or any member of
the executive on how you can donate
and make your donation part of your

tax credit at the same time.

Call 519-455-0430.

CELEBRATING
and 427 (London)

RCAFA 94th ANNIVERSARY
Wing's 2018 Fund Raising Drive
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$10,000.

April 15,2018
$7,ooo.oo.

We have made signtficant renor.'ations, and hope to do more,

which is rvhy we have embatked on a building fund campaign.
1ff/e have raised ovet $3,700 so fat, but hope to raise $20,000 to

make much-needed improrrements.

Donations may be made by cash, cheque or
credit card.

Mr. Gable had a leak in the roof over his dining room, so he
called a repairman to take a look at it. "When did you first

notice the leak?" the repairman inquired.
Mr. Gable scowled. "Last night, when it took me two hours

to finish my souP!"

NO, grRlOO5t{

a rJE€DYot)
onYSToRArEf

-fi4t RooF.'

THE LONDON LrNK | 5



Fairchild F-56

Not the name of an old airplane, but the model of a big, heavy camera used for
aerial photography. ln April it was donated to the wing by the family of Ron Nelson, a
well-known London photographer, who passed away 25 years ago. He had been an
instructor in the Air Observer School, part of the British Commonwealth Air Training
Plan, at Base Crumlin, near the present London Airport, during WWll. A second, big
but less unwieldy camera was also donated.

Ron also produced a colour documentary film for the Leavens Bros. firm, which had
contracted with the RCAF to provide much of the technicaltraining on communication
for the BCATP. The Wing has had the occasional use of the film, which depicts twin-
engine Anson training aircraft flying from RCAF Crumlin and around the area.

Mr" Nelson also had an interest in aviation, having obtained his private pilot's licence
before the war at the London Flying Club.

Please thank our advertisers for supporting 427 Wing whenever
you contact them for their products or services.

LONDON FACTORY SUPPLY &
EQUIPMENT

Serving the London area since I 964

TRAFFIC VESTS. HARD HATS
RAIN WEAR. HARNESSES. LANYARDS

CONES . DELINEATORS . GLOVES

568 Glasgow St. Ph: 519-433-5158

London, ON Fax:519-433-4429

$arnrs 6. $oaq
w,{rcH}r.\KER - JEr{ELLER

$*nree 6. IJo,rg
CRADU..{TE (;EIVIOLOCIST
COT,L]SI,' II H _.{PTBAIS'R

Seffrrp It. lpo,rg
COLDSMITT{. I]IAN'O\T} ST]TTIP

lwny Dortmang
GRADUATE GI}IOLOGIST

Any of you know
someone who

would like to play

euchre on Tuesday
afternoons?

lf, so, please let
them know about
the Wing Euchre
Club - best price,
most fun, better

and more snacks
than any place in

London.

Euchre Club closed
for summer, opens
again on Tuesday,
September 11 at

1:15 pm
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Canafian Forces member.s serving
overseas aDDreciate receiving corre-
spondenc6 Trom Canadians"as well
ai gro-ups, schools and organiza-
trons trom across Lanada,

Full instructions and addresses
may be found at:

http ://www.forces. sc. calen/wri te-
to-f h e-tro o ps/maYl i n g- i ns tr uc-
trons.Page

You can also submit an on-line
message of support at:

http : i /d gp aapp. forces. gc.cal en I
wrt/post-message.asp

ELP AIR CADETS! BRING YOUR EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES lN TO 427 lLondon) WING
Each qaalifying cartidge earru our local air cadet squadrons up to $1.

Contact L.Col (Retd) Armin Granutald andJudy Granwald at 519-474-2194 or agrunu,aldErogers.com

,.1-* i1. ,.i-,
,jt"rq.:€L,.' *'{
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JULY HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

Kevin Acs, Pablo Calcaterra, Nick Corrie, Loree Johnston, Roland Joselyn, Art Lee

Reg Lownie, Jean McGinnes, Cathy Newman, Jack Schenck, Pete Schussler, Helen Simpson

Eve Sutherland, Jan Sydorko, Jack Viau, David \7allace, Bill \7est and Joe 
lVyatt

AUGUST HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

John Brotzel, Larry Calver, Gwen Clarke, Don Clarke, Geoffrey Corfield

John De\Wit, Bob Fenn, Chuck Hardy, Irene Mathyssen, and Rosetta McGlinchey

" 7b e o lder'u' rtYr,:n'!;;fl'*"r th e t"ne 
"'

LONDON LINK SUBMISSION DEADLINES:

JanuaryiFebruary: December lSth . March/April: February 15th. May{une April lTth ' July/August: JunelTth.
September/October: August 18th . November/December: October l8th.

Please forward any articles that you consider of value to the Wing members and we will do our best to get it to print.
Sometimes submissions are of such a size that we then make them a two, or three part series.

Looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your photos, stories etc with our members.

(For good reproduction at reasonabie size, photos should be fairly high resolution)

EXPO
Expo lnsurance Brokers lnc.
5200 Dixre Rd, # 204
Mississauga, ON
L4W 1E4

J

W-,, y*Lsr *rte
t \ \ I' i { \ { t g0s-212-7007 or 1-877-312-7a07

Proud to be the hroker of the Air Cadet League of Canada {OPC}
Group. home and auto insurance program. Great rates, great seruice and great

www.expoinsbrks.eqm people.
Together, we can make a difference!

.XrnlmilT
Promoting People, Providing Promotions

Steven W l-evschuk, MAS, President

p: 51 9-659-5862 x222 f: 51 9-659-7052
stevesch uk@talbot-prom o. com

384 Neptune Cres, London N6M 1A1

www.talbot-promo.com

(g ffiffiffiffi;
I'h: 5 t 9-{159-1821)

Jtnn Zauit* lat:519-659-819O

7 F.dgtmert Crcsccnr lascrirteqi"e*eculink'ctm

[-cndun, ON li57..iM6 ww*laserlitbinc.c*
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London AudiologyConsultants is an

independent ctinic, tocally owned and
operated for 30 years.

Graphic Design . Copy Writing . Proofreading . Editing
Newsletter Specialist . Print Project Management and more

www. outofthewoodsg raph ics. ca

JB Trucks'n Stuff
5075 Dundas Street

4 miles east of London

ibkucks.autohader.ca

John Brotzel, President

iohn@jbtrucksnstuff.com
Se Habla Espanol - B.B.B.

Dave Woodhead, Manager

dave@ibtrucksnstuff. com

Mike The Closer, Financing

100% Vehicle Finance

vehiclefi nance 1 23@g mail.com

519 432.5000
Fax 519 268-2789

TO ADVERTISE HERE
GALL 519-455-0430

Protect.
Maintain.

Save.

KROWN'
Rust Protection Company

565 Glasgow Street
London, ON N5W 6E5

Ph: 519-432-3337
F. 519-432-9021

beu. krown@on.aibn.com

Owner: Mike Beukeboom
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From the left: VP Western Region, Ontario Group, Rene
McKinnon; and the Wing's new executive: Treasurer Liyuan
Shi; 1st VP Gus Cameron; Secretary Faben Wossenew;
President Barry Sandler; and 2nd VP Tom Pillon.

Vl SIT http ://f lyl o ndo n.caltlag
for a list and links to all the
great London lnternational

Airport attractions:

427 Wing
Secrets of Radar Museum

London Amateur Radio CIub
Play Away lndoor Park

Memorial Cross Comes Home

Dave Thomson found an advertisement on eBay for a

Memorial Cross that had belonged to Cpl. F.H. Granger
listed for US$299. He thought "lt is all about getting his
valour off the auction block. Get his valour back home. He
deserves that, doesn't he?" Granger was raised in London
and served in the Royal Canadian Air Force in the Second
World War, but died in lndia on May 6, 1945.

Thomson, a medal hunter, has been instrumental in
returning over 900 medals to the families and friends of
service members over the last 12 years.

About $500 in donations was raised from the public to
buy and return the medal to the family. The medal was
purchased and presented to Granger's cousin Betty Murray
who then gave it lo lhe 427 (London) Wing.

Betty Murray, cousin of Frederick Granger who served in
the RCAF and died during the Second World War present
his Memorial Cross to Terry Rushton of lhe 427 (London)
Wing Museum

The Memorial Cross ( often referred to as the Silver
Cross) is awarded to mothers and widows (next of

kin) of Canadian soldiers who died on active duty or
subsequently died after such duty.

Jet Aircraft Museum
Katana Kafe

Crumlin Creek Golf
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RCAF Association announces 2018 Biennial
General Meeting in Calgary

Mr. Stephen MacDonnell, Chairman of the National
Executive Council and National President of the Royal
Canadian Air Force Association is pleased to give notice
of the (biennial) general meeting of the RCAF Association.

783 (Calgary) Wing and the General Meeting Host
Committee are looking forward to meeting all of the
delegates and Regular members of the RCAFAssociation.
The 2nd BiennialGeneral Meeting of the RCAFAssociation
will be held in Calgary Alberta 12lo 14 October 2018, The
meeting will be held at the Hotel Arts, located at 1 1 9 'l 2 Ave
SW, Calgary AB T2R 0G8, over the dates i 2 to 1 4 October
2018, inclusive, with a full day of business meetings on
Saturday 13 October 2018 and a formal Remembrance
Ceremony and visit to the Bomber Command Museum of
Canada at Nanton, Alberta on Sunday 14 October 2018.
The Hotel Afts is located in the downtown core, near to
shopping and other amenities.

A detailed agenda for the aforementioned two days'of
activities will be released no later than 21 days prior to
the opening of the first business session on Saturday 13
October 2018 at or about 8:30AM (MST);On the agenda
will be an election of directors to the National Executive
Council. For a list of the current directors, and members of
the RCAF Association Trust Fund, please refer to the Table
of Contents page for issue 41 no 4 of Airforce magazine.
Any Regular member of the RCAF Association interested
in serving on the RCAF Association Board of Directors
(National Executive Council) may nominate themselves
simply by writing to the Executive Director and including a
photograph and biographical sketch. Any Regular member
of the RCAF Association may nominate another Regular
member of the RCAF Association for a directorship on the
National Executive Council. lf you choose to nominate a
fellow member, you ust advise the member and inform them
of their obligations to conlirm in writing (to the Executive
Director) their willingness to accept the nomination.

WestJet is offering Coupon (Promo) Codes that will save
you 10% on Econo and 1 5% off Plus base fares for related
travelto and from Calgary between October 5 and October
21. lf you are interested in attending, please contact any
member of lhe 427 (London) Wing executive so that we
may have an idea of how many of our members will be at
this Biennial General Meeting. The website for the Biennial
G en eral Meeti ng is http :l/rcafassociati n.calcal gary2 1 0B

Funeraivrg *'*n*r is*nsar,ed b"l The Ladi*s &ij{il:arya,\\, \\...+-.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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427 (London) Wing will be closed during the month of
July. The first Friday Lunch is Friiday, August 1Oth

Battle of Britain Luncheon on September 14.
More details to be announced

Next General meeting dates are
Friday, September 28 and November 2

&ffi
August 17-19

B29 Super Fortress
Check lhe 427 (London) Wing Facebook page for updates.

September 7,8,9
The London lnternational Air Show

The Wing will be open allthree days and will be oflering
food and beverages in air conditioned comfort; You must

have an pass for the Air show to visit with us.

September 15, 16
Doors Open London

The Wing will be open for our regular Friday Lunch
at 11 :30 and then on Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m.

until4:00 p.m. Food and beverages will be available for
sale during your visit. No passes are necessary and

parking is free.

Join the Hoyal eanadian
Air Fsrce Association
427 {London} Wing!
,r For the camaradsie, the sreciat

events, the muszum and to support
our veterans and air cadets...ali from
our local community {rembers and
non-rnernbers] arg welcome.

www4?fwing.com ' {519} 455-04{t0
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Our Memories ol Heroes
Around 8 o'clock in the morning, {our young men, all student
navigators based at RCAF Station Crumlin (now London)
Ontario, completed their pre-flight preparations, boosted
themselves into an aircraft and prepared for their navigation
training flight. The date was Friday, May 14th, 1943.
RCAF Crumlin was one of the training bases for the British
Commonwealth Training Plan (BCATP), and pilots, navigators
and other aircrew lrades were urgently needed overseas.

The {our students were Sgt.W.J. Brown, Leading Aircraftmen
(LAC) J.A. Curtis, LAC R.H. Bailey and LAC K.G. Spooner.
The aircraft was an Avro Anson, likely built in Canada, and
commonly used as an aircrew trainer by other countries
under the BCATP. Waiting for the students inside the Anson
was lheir pilot, Sgt. Nelson, a native of Nova Scotia. lt was
customary to have two pilots on training missions but this was
1943, it was wartime and pilots were needed everywhere.

Shortly after takeoff, Sgt Brown collapsed over the controls and
despite desperate efforts by the crew he could not be revived.
None of the four students had ever flown an aircraft, but within
a few seconds, LAC Spooner was the first to react and took the
controls. He was able to level the aircraft long enough for the
other three students to bail out before the aircraft crashed into
Lake Erie. Spooner and the pilot were killed.

Subsequently, the testimony of the survivors led to Spooner
being awarded the George Cross, equal of rank to the Mctoria
Cross, but awarded for "an act of the greatest heroism or of the
most conspicuous courage in actions not in the face of the
enemy."

Since 2002, 427 (Londno) Wing has celebrated Spooner's
heroic act with the erection of a monument and later the creation
of a Memorial Garden. Wing members and interested others
were invited to add engraved flat stones in memory of relatives
or friends. The engraved stones were placed in the ground to
the east side of the Wing building and a ceremonial blessing
would take place. This year, as in the past, our Wing Padre
Frank Mantz, contacted those who contributed the stones,
in order to provide at the ceremony some explanation of the
person or event in whose honour the stone was being blessed.

This year, some personal comments by contributors that
followed the ceremony included these.

"l felt very welcomed and emotional at times during the service.
Hearing the stories of various people, together with learning
about Spooner himself... made me feel so special because I

became a part of the service, even in a small manner."

"ln memory of our parents who are gone and are so missed,
we now have a tribute to them...we share the remembrances
of those who gave so much to protect our future...keep our
freedoms.^."

"Thanks for remembering
those who toiled on our
behalf, but came from foreign
soil...their contributions
on our behalf also make
memories everlasting for
the families who took up
citizenship."

"The whole service...all
made for a memorable day!"

Among the more than two dozen sponsors o{ the Spooner
Legacy Stones were Margaret Brac and Mary Demelo, of
London Audiology, pictured here with 427 (London) Wing
member, Sam Newman.
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Your Benefits Payment Calendar for 2018

In the chart below you will find dates for the Govemment of Canada's recurring monthly payments. If
you have signed up for direct deposit, payments will be automatically deposited in your bank account
on these dates.

Canada Pension Plan Old Age Security Veterans Affairs Canada Disability Pension

June27

lily 27

August 29

September 26

October 29

November 28

December 20

June27

July 27

August 29

September 26

October 29

November 28

December 20

June 28

July 30

August 30

September 27

October 30

November 29

December 2l

Note:

L. to R.: George Hrisikos in his Pittsburgh Penguins'sweater,
Sam Newmanot 427 (London)Wing in his 1948 replica sweater
for the RCAF Flyers who won the Hockey Olympics that year,
Mayor Brown, and the ValueMart store owner, Drew Brundritt,
who was wearing his cherished George Bray Minor Sports
Assoc garb. Value Mart supports their activities. All in fun, in
support the day's local cause, to visually honour those lost in
the Humbolt sad events!

tzlJULY I AUGUST 2018

(l) CPP includes the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) retirement and disability, children's and survivor
benefits.

(2) OAS includes Old Age Security Pension (OAS), Guaranteed Income Supplement, Allowance
and Allowance for the Survivor.

(3) Information at: https:l/www.canada.calen/servlces/benefits/calendar.html

Peter, Hilda, Jackie, John, and Gus at the
St Thomas air show on Saturday, June 16th.

ADVERTISE IN THE LONDON LINK

Support 427 (London) Wing
while reaching your local market!

Call 519-455-0430 for details!



Wing takes part in developing
Memorial Parkland

This past May 26 weekend, the Wing took a small but much
appreciated part in the creation of a new memorial park at
the south-west corner intersection of Hamilton Road and the
Veterans Memorial Highway.

The Srishti Canada Foundation is a non-profit society orga-
nized back in 2012 for the lndo-Canadian community and
culiure here in London, Ontario. The word "Srishti" in San-
skrit means "Creation" and the society's goal is to build a
more vibrant, giving sense of selfless service in fuiure gen-
erations. The Foundation is open to everyone and offers in-
formation on their many plans and programs at:
http ://www. srishticanad a.orglcontact-us/.

The oblective of the memorial park is to draw attention to the
expenditure and sacrifices made by over a million lndian sol-
diers who took part in the First World War. That number was
more that all the Allied troops combined. Challenges of cold
weather, difficulties in communicating in different languages,
and the unfamiliar and hostile surroundings contributed to
the loss of 75,000 lndian troops in that conflict. But as part-
ners of the British Commonwealth they willingly served in
Europe, Mesopotamia, China and Africa from the beginning
to the end of the war. They also won praise for their efforts
at Vimy Ridge and were awarded 11 Victoria Cross medals.

The nearly 200 volunteers and members of the Srishti group,
taking part in this first phase of the Memorial Park, met their
goal of planting one hundred and eight trees, before heading off
to the Wing for a well-deserved luncheon that lasted for more
than two hours. A few local politicians and Wing volunteers
were also on hand to assist with the planting and to serve the
food and drinks. The trees were supplied by the not-for-profit
enterprise "Trees for 3 Dots Planting lnc." underthe direction of
Barry Sandler, a familiar face at 427 (London) Wing.

Plans for the future of the Memorial Park, the first of its kind
in Canada, include placing a large stone monument from ln-
dia on site, with benches and walking trails winding through
the "living guard of honour."

Shown below is one group of the approximately 200
volunteers who planted trees on May 26tlt to create a living
memorial for lndian soldiers killed during the First World
War. The site is locatedon the south-west corner of Hamilton
Road and the Veterans Memorial Parkway.

VP Western Region, Ontario Group Rene McKinnon chats
with mayoralty candidate Tanya Park as they take a break
from the tree planting efforts at London's memorial to lndian
forces in WW I

As planting continued at the new Memorial Park, a drone
made several passes overhead.
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CLOSED FOR JULY
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

August 2O1 I
u

NOTE:
Cold lunches in August

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 I
BCC

9
FLAG (noon)

10
WEC LUNCH

+Cadets
Lunch

11

12 13 14 15 16 17
WEC LUNCH

+Cadets Lunch
829 Super For

18

ress in London

19
829 Super
Fortress in

London

20 21 22 23 24
LUNCH

WDs

25

26 27 2A 29 30 31
LUNCH

ASfldl Annual General Meeting, 1pm

Sm& Bar-b-que lunch,last lunch until August

Bfifr British Car Club, meeting at 7:30pm

fi0M Retired Commissionaires, gam - 12pm

F& Fanshawe Optimist's Club, meeting at 7:30pm

frffi General Meeting at lpm
fi$ Guest Speaker

LFC London Flying Club Reunion

i4 I JULY / AUGUST 2018

l-Yffifi London Vintage Radio Club meeting at 11:00am

tUA{} Model Aircraft Club meeting

SASfui Ontario Group Annual General Meeting

ffiAA Recreational Aircraft Association, meeting at 7:3Opm

U3$ The Womens Division join us the 4th Friday of each
month for lunch

bSftP Wind Down Party for OAGM, at the Wing

WEC Wing Executive Council, g:30am

WT Wood Turners, meeting at 7:30pm


