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Flowers Fade — Stones are Forever

For more information or to arrange a Legacy Brick purchase, please contact

Wing Member, Sam Newman at (519) 452-1886 or sfn.afac@rogers.com
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ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RCAFA) MISSION STATEMENT

The RCAFA is a national aerospace and community service organization to:

o« Commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who
served as members of Canada’s Air Forces since its inception;

» Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and,
o Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program.

427 (LONDON) WING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (WEC) JULY 1ST 2018 TO JUNE 30 2019.

President Barry Sandler 519-494-1053 bsandler@sympatico.ca
Past President Terry Rushton 519-472-0268 trushton71@bell.net

1% Vice President

Gus Cameron

519-457-3575

anc@bell.net

2" Vice President Tom Pillon 519-660-8099 ve3hor@gmail.com
Secretary
Treasurer Liyuan Shi 226-977-6128 UPCSLY @gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Vacant Positions — Food Services, Bar Offficer, Entertainment, Sports and Sgt-at-Arms — call Wing for

info

Web-Site www.427wing.com

Housing Don Clarke 519 455-9350 don.clark@hotmail.com
Membership Chuck Hardy 519-452-1379 chuck.hardy@sympatio.ca
Public Relations Reg Lownie 519-667-1989 rlownie@yahoo.com

Wellness/Parkwood Liaison

Brent Elgie, Sam Newman
Hilda Smeltzer, Hazil Malone

519-452-1886

sfn.afac@rogers.com

Fundraising P. Hart, R. McKinnon, G. Cameron 519-457-3575 anc@bell.net

Kit Shop Fred Pettit 519 451-0467 arrow105@sympatico.ca
Euchre Club Don Clarke 519-455-9350

Museum Reg Lownie rlownie@yahoo.com

Air Cadet Liaison Jack Clark 519-686-1303 jackjoanc@gmail.com
Lottery Mike Ryan 519-455-1668

Nominations Terry Rushton 519-472-0268 trushton71@bell.net
War Graves, Poppy Fund, David Smith 519-857-6468 691s@rogers.com

Heritage/ History & Veterans’
Memorial

Pablo Calcaterra

Beating the heat
at the Airshow

pablo.calcaterra@outlook.com

Tours Armin Grunwald, COM, MSM 519-474-2194 wing427tours@rogers.com
CLUB SERVICES

Wing Manager Flo Douglas 519-455-0430

Bar Steward/Rentals Flo Douglas 519-455-0430

Padre Frank Mantz for more info, ask a member of the Executive
London Link graphic artist Cathy Wood cathyrwood@gmail.com

Over 1,000sq ft for Rent at 427 (London) Wing — This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of
parking. This clean, attractive setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday events,

musical concerts or any type of event youd like to have. Holds 125.

* Call for rental rates ® Catering IS an option! Call Flo at 519-455-0430 for more information.
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Message from the President

I trust that everyone had a good summer and that you are refreshed and energized to take on the challenges that face our association.

As we come up to the anniversary of the Battle of Britain, we are reminded that one of our organizations goals is to remember those who
took part in these momentous events in our shared history.

Although the actual numbers may vary, approximately 3,000 pilots took part in that period of the 2nd World War known as the Battle of
Britain. They were joined by thousands of technicians, ground crew, controllers, aircraft mechanics, armorers, radar operators, communications

experts, command staff, and many others. Of the pilots, we are down to less than a dozen and the number decreases every month.

Organizations such as ours were found by veterans who wanted that comradery which comes from a shared experience. Their numbers were
such that it was relatively easy to maintain the buildings, collections, and activities that sustained the organization. Their children, raised on

the stories of their parents and their friends, were eager to share their war experience and their own military service in the post-war years

We are now in the third generation removed from the Battle of Britain and its getting harder to maintain that interest in events that took place
75+ years ago. It will continue to get harder still, as we enter the fourth generation.

Our challenge is to figure out how to sustain our organization over the years to come. What will attract new members? How do we raise the

money required to do what needs to be done to keep our building functioning for the next eighty years?

1 don’t have the answers, but I am determined with the help of our executive committee and our members over the coming year to find out.

— Barry Sandler, President

Notes from the Secretary:

Membership

As of mid- August 427 (London) Wing has 150 members. Most members have paid their dues for 2018/2019. Members who renew after
June 30th are required to pay a $5.00 late fee. It is time consuming to send reminders, emails and phone members who have not paid on
time. All members of the Wing Executive Council (WEC) have other tasks to perform besides the primary duties. Please do your part as
a member by paying your dues on time and ask a member of the executive (President, VPs, Secretary or Treasurer) what chores you can do
personally for the betterment of the Wing.

Acting Secretary

Well, ’'m back for a while in the Secretary’s chair as Faben Wossenew is now working full time leaving little time for her to perform the duties.
We wish her well and hope she can find time to visit the Wing when time allows.

Babatunde Olumoroti is a Wing volunteer who is willing to take on any job offered to him. Whether it is selling 50/50 tickets, helping in the
kitchen or, grounds and gardens improvement, Babatunde rolls up his sleeves and gets the work done with a cheerful smile to boot.

Please welcome him when you see him at the Wing,

— Chuck Hardy - Secretary
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Per Ardua

This month the Wing has again scheduled a luncheon to recollect the importance, the events and the sacrifices made during the
Battle of Britain, and perhaps to bring to mind a few of the individuals who took part in that great struggle. Winston Churchill
certainly would be one, but there were many others who played important but less public roles, as England urgently prepared for the
invasion that Germany had planned to come very, very soon.

One individual, surely to be mentioned by our guest speaker, was Robert Watson-Watt, a Scottish physicist, who believed in 1935
that radio waves could be used to detect an aircraft in flight before it was visible. He called this secret invention RADAR (Radio
Detection and Ranging) because it used radio waves.

The second day of the Battle of Britain, August 14, 1940, found RAF Flight Lieutenant J. R. Nicholson from No. 249 Squadron,
patrolling the skies over south-west England when his Hurricane was attacked by a German ME109. Nicholson’s aircraft caught
fire yet he managed to shoot his attacker down. With his aircraft aflame, terrible burns all over his body and hands burned to the
controls, he managed to wrench himself free and bale out. As a second ME109 closed in on the helpless Nicholson, he had the
presence of mind to go limp, pretending he was dead, and he survived. He was awarded the Victoria Cross, the only one to be
awarded to a pilot during the Battle of Britain.

William Maxwell Aitken was a Canadian newspaper publisher and a millionaire by the age of 30. In the 1930s he was nicknamed
“The Beaver” because of his organizational abilities and eagerness for work. His political friends in England- Stanley Baldwin,
Neville Chamberlain and Winston Churchill - knew him as a energetic man who could get what he wanted. In May, 1940, Churchill
persuaded Aitken to take on the job of Minister of Aircraft Production. Fighter aircraft production quickly rose from two hundred
to five hundred a month. Post- war, Aitken was appointed Chancellor of the University of New Brunswick.

The airport at RAF Biggin Hill, about 25 km south of Central London, was a principal base for Spitfire and Hurricane fighters and
a prime target for attacks by German bombers. The squadrons based at Biggin Hill claimed to have destroyed 1,400 enemy aircraft,
but the field itself was attacked twelve times, lost large numbers of buildings and suffered many people killed on the ground. On
Sunday morning, August 18th, 1940, five hundred bombs fell on the airdrome. Sergeant Joan Mortimer and five other WAAF
members remained at their posts until the all-clear sounded, despite the fact that they were surrounded by thousands of tons of high
explosive. All were awarded the Military Merit.

And the planned invasion of England was scrapped on September 17, 1940.
-Reg Lownie

Robert Watson-Watt William Maxwell A|ten An armourer adjusting machine guns on a Spitfire at
Biggin Hill during the Second World War

HELP AIR CADETS! BRING YOUR EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES IN TO 427 (London) WING Eii:l
|

Each qualifying cartidge earns our local air cadet squadrons up to $1. u"
Contact L.Col (Retd) Armin Grunwald and Judy Grunwald at 519-474-2194 or agrunwald@rogers.com a°
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427 (London ) Wing Hosts
Power Scholarship Air Cadets

427 (London) Wing became involved
with the Diamond Flight Centre Power
Scholarship Air Cadets vying for their
PPL this summer. We rented our Wing
Quarters for the months of July and most
of August. The cadets took their ground
school lessons in the Ball Room. Bill
and Eva Southerland, Cathy and Sam
Newman, and Rene McKinnon (and
FLO when she got back from holidays)
prepared and served up hot dinners
on Sunday and Monday nights, and
then cleaned up, for the Cadets and
their supervisors. Congratulations to
DFC London and the 2018 scholarship
program participants for a successful
summer. All received their Wings!

Pilot finally gets a headstone
More than 75 years after his death, Flight Sgt. Dana Anthony Nelson
finally has a proper headstone.

Nelson, a pilot with the Royal Canadian Air Force, was at the controls
during an ill-fated training exercise near London in 1943. Three of the
five-man crew died, Nelson included, after the plane ran out of fuel and
crashed into the water near Port Bruce.

More than two months later, a body washed up near Tyrconnell, south of
Dutton. It was buried at the nearby Fairview Cemetery with a headstone
marked, simply, “an airman of the R.C.A.F — unidentified.”

The headstone stayed that way for more than 75 years.

"

GOAL!
' [ ‘ $10,000.
= August 15, 2018

- $9,500.00. CELEBRATING RCAFA 94th

= ANNIVERSARY

= and 427 (London) Wing’s 2018
Fund Raising Drive

We have made significant renovations, and hope to do more,
S which is why we have embarked on a building fund campaign.
We have raised over $3,700 so far, but hope to raise $20,000 to
make much-needed improvements.

Donations may be made by cash, cheque or
credit card.
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Unique and Exclusive Gifts

The Wing Kitshop invites you to visit us during any Friday lunch or any
other time the Wing is open. We have a wide selection of Ball Caps,
T Shirts, Sweatshirsts, Jackets, Ties, a variety of aircraft photographs,
suitable for framing, Lapel Pins, Cap Badge, Mugs, Slightly Used Books
that will appeal to all types of readers, Mouse Pads and More -

Call us on Friday between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm at 519-455-0430 and ask
for the Kitshop Manaager, or you can write us at: Kitshop, 427 (London)
Wing, 2155 Crumlin Road North, London, ON N5 3Z9 or see our display at
our website: http://www.427wing.com

The Woodcutter

As the few become fewer

The woodcutter carves the face
Of a hero in a sky full of fire

In a world of kill or be killed
The vast dignity emerges
Through the rough hewn

Every shade of brave among
The living and the dead
Revealed in the final burning

Dr. Joan P. Clayton
London Ontairo

July 1, 2013
Any of you know
LONDON FACTORY SUPPLY & h
EQUIPMENT somepne who
would like to play
Serving the London area since 1964 euchre on Tuesday
TRAFFIC VESTS « HARD HATS afternoons?
RAIN WEAR « HARNESSES « LANYARDS
CONES + DELINEATORS * GLOVES If, so, please let
them know about
568 Glasgow St. Ph: 519-433-5158 the W|ng Euchre
London, ON Fax: 519-433-4429 Club - best price,

most fun, better

and more snacks

Df', CBI'OIyn E_ Da]gii’y_ than any place in

London.
Chlropractot Euchre Club closed
Reg. Trigenics Practitioner for summer, opens

again on Tuesday,
Tel: (519) 673-6666

90 Riverside Dr. Fax: (519) 673-1913 September 11 at
London. ON' N6H 455 Web: www.drdalgity.com 1:15 pm
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FJames @. Poag

WATCHMAKER - JEWELLER

James &. Poag

GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST
GOLDSMITH - APPRAISER

Jeffrep R. Poag

GOLDSMITH - DIAMOND SETTER

Jennp Dortmans

GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST

Department Supervisors
Debbie Pierce — Jewellery and Repairs
Denise Poag — China and Gifts
Sales Associates

Erin

Bonnie Fudy Shannen B.
Brittany Nu" Y Shannon C.
:IIT(I\'
Goldsmiths
Jeff S, Peter
James O©. Poag
Fewellers Lin.

® Digmonds  * Clocks = Watches  Gold
¢ Figurines  # Pottery » Crystal = Gifts

PO. Box 39 Phone: 519-245-1040
94 Frank Street 1-888-717-GEMS
Strathroy ON N7G 3]1 WWW.poags.com

Canadian Forces members serving
overseas ap}z‘reaate recelvmg corre-
spondence from Canadians as well
as groups, schools and organiza-
tions from across Canada.

Full instructions and addresses
may be found at:

http://www.forces.gc.ca/en/write-
to-the-troops/mailing-instruc-
tions.page

You can also submit an on-line
message of support at:

htt? ://dgpaapp.forces.gc.ca/en/

wrt/post-message.asp



BIRTHDAY " BRATS

I

SEPTEMBER HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Doug Kerr, Mitch Mitchell, Tom Noble, Dave O’Brien, Al Pageot, Brian Perry, Doug Rath, Barry Sandler, Walter
Schussler, Bill Sutherland, Claude Vigeant, Rene McKinnon and John Webster.

OCTOBER HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Gus Cameron, Tanya Deaville, Joan Clayton, Armin Grunwald, Bette Hexter, Don Martin, Flo Douglas, Charles

Rath, Ernie Regan, and Thomas Taborowski.

“The older the fiddler, the sweeter the tune.”
~English Proverb

LONDON LINK SUBMISSION DEADLINES:

January/February: December 18th ¢ March/April: February 15th. May/June: April 17th ¢ July/August: Junel7th.
September/October: August 18th ¢ November/December: October 18th.

Please forward any articles that you consider of value to the Wing members and we will do our best to get it to print.
Sometimes submissions are of such a size that we then make them a two, or three part series.

Looking forward to hearing from you and sharing your photos, stories etc with our members.
(For good reproduction at reasonable size, photos should be fairly high resolution)

Expo Insurance Brokers Inc.
5200 Dixie Rd, # 204 &

EXPO Mississauga, ON

L4W 1E4 On your side.
N S ¥ N CE

INSURANEE  905-212-7007 or 1-877-312-7007

Proud to be the broker of the Air Cadet League of Canada (OPC)
Group, home and auto insurance program. Great rates, great service and great
www.expoinsbrks.com people.
Together, we can make a difference!

1 TALBOT

Promoting People, Providing Promotions Compatible Toner Cartridges * Printer Repair

Steven W. Levschuk, MAS, President
Ph: 519-659-7829

p: 519-659-5862 x222 f: 519-659-7052 Jean Zavitz Fax: 519-659-8190
steveschuk@talbot-promo.com )

384 Neptune Cres, London N6M 1A1 7 Edgemere Crescent laserinc@execulink.com

www.talbot-promo.com London, ON N5Z 4M6 www.laserlifeinc.ca
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If you are not hearing well or do
not wear your hearing aids, we
can help!

We offer no-obligation second
opinions!

London Audiology Consultants is an
independent clinic, locally owned and
operated for 30 years.

Call us today!
. 519-435-1899 | &
S 387 Burwell Street, B‘EE;
h London, ON S

WELCOME TO...

—~3—
Libro Credit Union.
Over 70 years in the making
— cooperative banking, made

CREDIT UNION in southwestern Ontario for

life and business here.

1-800-361-8222. libro.ca

saving . borrowing . investing . sharing

" unitron

(€ =2VAN=d=l[eTS

KROWN"
Rust Protection Company

KRO\N N 565 Glasgow Street

Protect.
Maintain.
Save.

London, ON N5W 6E5
Ph: 519-432-3337
F: 519-432-9021
beu.krown@on.aibn.com

Owner: Mike Beukeboom

Graphic Design + Copy Writing « Proofreading + Editing
Newsletter Specialist « Print Project Management and more
www.outofthewoodsgraphics.ca

C ol Independenily Owned and Operated

i % ‘g

§ e SR

r{' -~ ..‘%3- \

;ﬁ»_-;@e.,__-} 'S DAVE P1ZZEY
LY WAL M e

¥ Manager
Evans FUNErRAL HOME Since 1927

648 Hamilton Road, London, Ontario N5Z I1T3

Tel: (519) 451-9350 Fax: (519)451-3828

website: www.evansfh.ca email: evansfuneralhome @execulink.com
LoGAN FUNERAL HOME Since 1892

371 Dundas Street, London, Ontanio N6B 1V5

Tel: (519)433-6181 Fax: (519)433-2911

website: www.loganfh.ca email: loganfuncralhome@execulink.com

£ 519-659-7070 - www.crumlincreek.com ¥

. PETER
HENDERSON
= Superintendent
CRUMHN CREFK Cell:519-494-9220

peter@crumlincreek.com

1720 Crumlin Side Road, London, Ont. N5V 152
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TRUCKS & CARS

JB Trucks’n Stuff

5075 Dundas Street
4 miles east of London

[btrucks.autotrader.ca

John Brotzel, President
john@jbtrucksnstuff.com
Se Habla Espariol - B.B.B.

519 432-5000
Fax 519 268-2789

TO ADVERTISE HERE
CALL 519-455-0430




614 Squadron closes yearwith superlative
Ceremonial Review

614 Air Cadet Squadron, one of the seven air cadet
squadrons sponsored by 427 Wing, held its 2018 Annual
Ceremonial Review on a warm summer night last June, along
with an estimated crowd of more than one hundred parents,
siblings and enthusiastic supporters.

This year the Review took place on Saturday, June 16th, in
one of the large hangars on Crumlin Road South belonging to
Diamond Aircraft, as the cadets completed a full Parade Order
- from “Fall-in” to “Squadron Dismissal”- under the watchful
eyes of the spectators, but particularly of their Commanding
Officer, Captain Bradley Morrison and the Reviewing Officer,
Major (Retired) Jacquie Peper-Journal, CD.

The Commanding Officer of 614 Squadron is Captain
Bradley Merrison who is well known for the numerous
awards, commendations and decorations he has received
during his 25 years of service as a police officer to the
London community, including citations for bravery, awards
of merit and excellence and recognition by the Office of the
Governor General of Canada. His name is included in a book
published in 2006 titled, “Canadian Police Heroes.” He is also
recognized for his long involvement with community groups
as a mentor to youth. He was a cadet with 614 Squadron
and came back to serve as their Commanding Officer in
January of 2018..

Many watching the marching and general deportment of the
squadron would feel that from start to finish the cadets gave
their utmost to make this year’s Review one of the finest
since the founding of the squadron in 1976. Among the
highlights was the silent drill routine carried out by a squad
of about a dozen of the cadets. In every military force, drill
is used to install discipline and teach the cadets to work
as a team and develop confidence and a sense of pride in
themselves.“Silent drill” means that no commands are given
by voice.

In addition, the address to the cadets was given by the
Reviewing Officer Jacquie-Peper-dournal, whose own
achievements are remarkable in many ways. She was a
former cadet with 614 Squadron in her teen years, then
served with the Canadian Armed Forces Reserves for 20
years and reached the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Following
retirement from the Forces, she worked as an Emergency
Medical Care Attendant with Thames Valley Ambulance here
in London, then subsequently moved to Iqualuit (formerly
Frobisher Bay), Nunavut with her husband, where she
currently serves as Assistant Deputy Minister, Programs and
Standards, in the Department of Health for the Territorial
Government. Known for her contribution to community work,
she currently serves as a member of the National Air Force
Museum Foundation Board of Directors in Trenton, Ontario.
Her words to the cadets were most encouraging.

. u'..-.- e, A = =
614 Chief Warrant Officer greats the
reviewing officer

Major (Ret'd) Jacquie Pepper, CD presented the
Major J. Pepper Award to Chief Warrant Officer
Mannar Alzureiqi at the Ceremonial Review
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Battle of Britain Dinner
In celebration of this event

427 (London) Wing is pleased
to offer a special Anniversary
Lunch Friday September 14t

Tickets $20.00 per person.

Reservations in advance at the Wing or
call 519 455-0430 to reserve

17100 am Dedication of the High Fight mural
presented to the Wing by Mel Hymers

100 pm Guest Speaker Maya Hirshman

Topic: Secrets of Radar

ADVERTISE IN THE LONDON LINK

Support 427 (London) Wing
while reaching your local market!
Call 519-455-0430 for details!

MEMBERS:
Ask your local vendors / suppliers
to advertise in the London Link.
Call 519-455-0430 for details!

September 15, 16

Doors Open London
The Wing will be open for our regular Friday Lunch
at 11:30 and then on Saturday and Sunday from
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Food and beverages will
be available for sale during your visit. No passes
are necessary and parking is free.

The Airwomen in London, ON, meet
for lunch every 4th Friday except July,
August and December at
427 Wing on Crumlin Sideroad.
The next one is September 28.

If you would like to join us please
contact Marilyn Chalk at
almar1@rogers.com.
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Join the Royal Canadian\

Air Force Association
N 427 (London) Wing!

. For the camaraderie, the special
events, the museum and to support
our veterans and air cadets...all from
our local community (members and
non-members) are welcome.

| www 42|ng com * (519) 455-0430




.......

Wing members, Terry Rushton, Sam and John Tomlinson seek a glimpse of the Confederate Air Force B 29
Super Fortress, FIFI, which was parked on the London Airport property. Photo by Hazil Malone.

Do You Know About Canada’s Air Force Museum?

Do You Know...
(1) that we have a National Air Force Museum right here in our own province of Ontario;

(2) that this Museum is located on RCAF Road at #8 Wing, Trenton, Ontario. For those of you who may have
served at Trenton in past years it used to be known as #6 RD (Repair Depot Road;

(3) that it was established in 1984 and is dedicated to preserving and telling the history of Canadian military
aviation - the spirit, the daring and the courage of the men and women of the RCAF.

(4) that the museum holds over 75,000 square feet of display space alongside its 16-acre airpark which holds
Canada’s first military aircraft, the Burgess Dunne, plus over 35 other aircraft including the Hercules CC-130
and the CL-28/CP-107 Argus, from 1958 to 1982 our renowned long range, anti-submarine aircraft.

(5) that in January, 1966, two long time RCAF Association members, Roy Skillicorn and Cy Yarnell proposed a
project which involved the installation of 6” by 10” granite stone markers, inscribed with a person’s name,
hometown and province, and

(6) that to date, more than 12,000 stones have been laid and more than $1.1 million has been raised for the
Museum, and

(7) that this was the inspiration for several RCAF Association members here at 427 (London) Wing to create the
Spooner Memorial Garden, where you can read on the monument to LAC Gerald K. Spooner, the story of
his bravery during a navigation training flight on May 16th, 1943, at RCAF Station London for which he was
posthumously awarded the George Cross; and

(8) that by contacting any of the executive of 427 (Lon-
don) Wing, you can learn if you are eligible to make a
donation to purchase a stone to commemorate any
Canadian airman or airwoman who has, or is, serving
in the RCAF or Allied Air Forces, members of their
family or others whom the Board of Directors of the
Memorial Garden deem appropriate.
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Irene Mathyssen
presents
Florence Douglas
and
Rene McKinnon
with
Canada 150 Awards

Irene Mathyssen, MP for London West
presented Flo Douglas and Rene
MKinnon with Canada 150 awards.

“| wanted to acknowledge the contri-
butions of Londoners who have made
our community and country stronger.
People contribute to the community in
many ways,” said Ms Mathyssen.

Congratulations Flo and Rene!

Your Benefits Payment Calendar for 2018

In the chart below you will find dates for the Government of Canada's recurring monthly payments. If
you have signed up for direct deposit, payments will be automatically deposited in your bank account
on these dates.

Canada Pension Plan Old Age Security Veterans Affairs Canada Disability Pension

June 27 June 27 June 28

July 27 July 27 July 30
August 29 August 29 August 30
September 26 September 26 September 27
October 29 October 29 October 30
November 28 November 28 November 29
December 20 December 20 December 21

Note:

(1) CPP includes the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) retirement and disability, children's and survivor
benefits.

(2) OAS includes Old Age Security Pension (OAS), Guaranteed Income Supplement, Allowance
and Allowance for the Survivor.

(3) Information at: https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/calendar.html
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WW2 Spitfire pilot Mary Ellis dies

One of the last living female World War Two pilots, Mary Ellis, has
died aged 101 at her home on the Isle of Wight.

Mrs Ellis was a member of the Air Transport Auxiliar¥ (ATA) and
delivered Spitfires and bombers to the front line during the conflict.
She said she had flown “about 1,000 aeroplanes” during the
war, before moving to the Isle of Wight in 1950 to take charge of
Sandown Airport.

ATA secretar?/ John Webster described Mrs Ellis as an “amazing”
erson. While she was commonly known as the last-surviving
emale pilot from the war, in fact there are three others.

Mr Webster said that one, Eleanor Wadsworth, lives in Bury St
Edmunds, another, Nancy Stratford, lives in the US and the other,
Jaye Edwards, lives in Canada.

Mary Ellis, then Mary Wilkins, joined the ATA in 1941 after hearing
an advertisement for women pilots on BBC radio.

She said at the time they were known as the “Glamour Girls”,
adding: “There were plenty of escorts around.” She married Don
Ellis, a fellow ﬁilot, in 1961, and continued to live in their marital
home beside the runway at Sandown after his death in 2009.

Speaking at a surprise party in 2017 for her 100th birthday - held at
the airport - Mrs Ellis said the Spitfire had always been her favourite
aircraft. “I love it, it's everybody’s favourite,” she said. “I think it’s a

symbol of freedom.”

Raymond Garfield
Bennell

BENNELL, Raymond Garfield
- Of St. Thomas, passed away
peacefully at the St. Thomas-
Elgin General Hospital, on
Monday, August 20th, 2018,
in his 87th vyear. Beloved
husband and best friend of
Marion (McDonald) Bennell
and dearly loved father of
Janis Bennell. Predeceased
by his parents, George and
Eileen (Willson) Bennell and
by his siblings, Marion Doran
and George Bennell. Lovingly
remembered by his brother-
in-law, Chuck McDonald and
his wife Pierrette, as well as
several nieces, nephews,
cousins and dear friends. Ray
was born in Ridgetown, Ontario
on September 3rd, 1931. He
worked as a machinist until
retirement. Ray was a member
of the Canadian Harvard Aircraft
Association as well as the RCAF
Association - 427 (London)
Wing. Memorial donations may
be made to the St. Thomas-Elgin
General Hospital Foundation or
the Canadian Harvard Aircraft
Association.13296235

SHARPE, Lyla Jeanne (née
Paddon) - Of Kensington Village,
London, formerly of St. Thomas,
passed away at her residence
with her family by her side on
Friday, August 17, 2018, in her
93rd year. Beloved wife of the late
George B. Sharpe (2004). Dearly
loved mother of Keith Sharpe
(Frances) of Sarnia, Ann Moore
(John) of Tillsonburg, Taylor
Sharpe (Debbie) of London, and
the late Lee Sharpe. Cherished
grandmother of Trevor Sharpe
(Christina), Erin Moffat (Jamie),
Kimberly Sharpe (Paul Leeper),
and Krysten Sharpe-Virag (Jamie).
Loving great grandmother of
Emma, James, Delyla, Raegan,
Lola, and Landon. Dear sister of
Maxine Jones of London, late
Ronald, late James B., and the
late Wayne H. Paddon (Lois of St.
Thomas). Also fondly remembered
by her Godson, Barry Daugharty
(Linda) of Dorchester, as well as
many nieces and nephews and
their families. Born in Niagara
Falls, ON, December 23, 1925,
she was the daughter of the
late Harold and Leila (née Berry)
Paddon. Jeanne moved to
London from St. Thomas in 1958.
Jeanne was a member of 427
(London) Wing RCAF Association,
and had many friends at Victory
Branch #317, Royal Canadian
Legion, London.

LARC London Amateur Radio Club radio antenna at
427 Wing.
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EUCHRE LUNCH
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MAC VENTION VENTION
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EUCHRE 10am CLASSIC WEST-
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all meetin
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the Wing
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AGM Annual General Meeting, 1pm LVRC London Vintage Radio Club meeting at 11:00am

BBO Bar-b-que lunch, last lunch until August
BCC  British Car Club, meeting at 7:30pm

CcoMm

FO  Fanshawe Optimist’s Club, meeting at 7:30pm
GM  General Meeting at 1pm

GS  Guest Speaker

LFC London Flying Club Reunion
14 | SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2018

Retired Commissionaires, 9am - 12pm

MAC Model Aircraft Club meeting
OAGM Ontario Group Annual General Meeting

RAA  Recreational Aircraft Association, meeting at 7:30pm
WD  The Women’s Division join us the 4th Friday of each

month for lunch

WDP Wind Down Party for OAGM, at the Wing
WEC Wing Executive Council, 9:30am
WT Wood Turners, meeting at 7:30pm




