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Letter To Ontario Group,
Air Force Association From
President R.L. Ball
To All,
I would like to report, that as your new
Ontario Group President, I was invited
by the Ontario Provincial Committee
Air Cadet League to join them in
attendance at an Air Cadet Graduation
Parade at the Trenton Summer

Camp and also at their Annual OPC
Luncheon following the parade on 26
July 2013.
It was my great honour to act on your
behalf and receive a “Certificate of
Appreciation” award which recognizes
the close relationship between the OPC
and the Ontario Group of the Air Force
Association of Canada.
Since we do not have an official office or
suitable place to hang the certificate for

all to view, I have scanned the certificate
and am enclosing it for all to view.
Cheers,
Les
R. L. Ball
President Ontario Group
RCAFA
below The certificates which highlight the
hard work and the appreciated donations
that support the Air Cadet Squadrons of
Ontario.
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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (AFAC) MISSION STATEMENT
The AFAC is a national aerospace and community service organization to:
• Commemorate the noble achievements of the men and women who
served as members of Canada’s Air Forces since its inception;
• Advocate for a proficient and well equipped Air Force; and,
• Support the Royal Canadian Air Cadet program.
427 (LONDON) WING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (WEC) JULY 1ST 2013 – JUNE 30TH 2014
President
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1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
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Euchre Club
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Air Cadet Liaison
Jack Clark, CD
519-686-1303
jackjoanc@gmail.com
Lottery
Mike Ryan
519-455-1668
Nominations
Jack Clark, CD
519-686-1303
jackjoanc@gmail.com
War Graves, Poppy Fund,
David Smith
519-673-1515
691s@rogers.com
Heritage/ History & Veterans’
Memorial
Tours
Armin Grunwald, COM, MSM
519-474-2194
wing427tours@rogers.com

CLUB SERVICES
Bar Officer
Bar Steward/Rentals
Padre
London Link Editor
CF Liaison Officer

Jack Finkbiner, CD
Flo Douglas
Frank Mantz
Tanya Deaville
Capt Ali Ullah

519-285-3926
519-455-0430
for more info, ask a member of the Executive
tanya427ed@gmail.com
ali.ullah@forces.gc.ca

250 Feet2 for Rent at 427 (London) Wing – This includes two rooms with a bar, kitchen facilities and lots of parking. This clean,
attractive setting is great for business meetings, small weddings, family gatherings, holiday events, musical concerts or any type
of event you’d like to have. Holds 125.
• Rental rates start at $200
• Catering IS an option! Call Flo at 519-455-0430 for more information.
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Message from the President

Per Ardua

Although closed for the month of
July, the Wing was not left undisturbed.
There was a great shifting of furniture
from room-to-room as the floors were
washed, dried, waxed and polished.
You will be surprised when you see
how clean and bright the floors are
now. Following our first post-holiday
luncheon on August 9th, the Wing
Executive council (WEC) met in a twohour session to review earlier plans and
discuss their exciting and ambitious
schedule for the year ahead. First up
is the Battle of Britain Memorial
Ceremony and Dinner on September
14th; and then two days of Doors Open
London at the Wing on Saturday
and Sunday, September 28th and
29th. Further ahead is a great variety of
events which I am sure our members
and guests will enjoy immensely. You
can get more information on these and
other entertainment happenings from
the ads in the Link, or on our website at
www.427wing.com, Other good news
– our executive has now added Terry
Rushton as Treasurer while Chuck
Hardy has moved into the Secretary’s
chair, and this edition of the Link boasts
a new editor, Tanya Deaville, who has
come to us from Pillar, the non-profit
network in London providing support
to non-profit organizations such as ours.
We’re ready for the coming year – all we
need is you!
- Rene McKinnon
President

Like most businesses big and small, the Wing keeps track of its finances over a
financial year to get the big picture of whether we are doing better or worse over
time. Our financial year runs from January 1 to December 31 and is audited and
reported that way. However, with the Wing closed in July our actual “operational
year” usually runs from August 1 to July 31. This is the time when our executive,
with suggestions from the membership, sits down, sets out what they want to do for
the next eleven months, and estimates the income and expenditures item-by-item as
closely as they can. These sessions require some demanding effort, both mental and
physical, since planning for a whole year – with many opinions to be voiced and
talked about - can take time.
Last August 9th, for example, more than two dozen wide-ranging items were
considered, discussed and accepted or rejected, all subject, of course, to unforeseen
revisions and possible cancellations in the future. These included public functions,
golf tournaments, the Wing website, special occasion events when food might
or might not be provided, the forthcoming Association’s National Convention,
a Christmas gift exchange, a silent auction, a strawberry social, and many other
social functions. Some were traditional and others intriguingly new, but all had one
purpose – to attract our members to participate and to bring new members into the
Wing.
It was just a few years ago that some members may have thought the Wing could
not survive the problems of an aging and decreasing membership, volunteer fatigue,
declining revenue and increasing expenses, low public awareness and even the
distance to travel to the Wing. But by utilizing the following: a membership survey,
a business plan, making connections with the local community and through our
updated website and social media, recruiting new volunteers and greater contact
with other Ontario Wings, a new spirit of moving ahead has begun to make very
positive changes.
Your role as a member is clear: support this effort in every way you can. Get
involved by coming to the meetings, bring family and friends to our social events,
offer to take a small part in organizing or aiding in Wing routine or social activities,
take pride in your military service, the Air Cadets, and the Wing’s determined
efforts to make our building the centre of London’s civilian and military aviation
history and activities.
As Winston Churchill once remarked: “It is not enough that we do our best;
sometimes we must do what is required.”
-Reg Lownie, CD
1st Vice President
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Diana’s Details

Treasurer Terry

Yard Sale

Things have been pretty quiet
during the summer. Utility expenses
are continual, while revenue drops
right off. Average attendance at Friday
lunches increased during the spring! If
it continues at that rate, revenues will
improve.
-Terry Rushton
Treasurer

On June 8th we had what has become our annual Yard Sale. Donations were
plentiful and gratefully accepted. We had good signage out and a good response.
The Craft segment of the Sale did not do as well as I would have wished but the
participants did make some sales. Overall, we made about $500 for the Wing
coffers. Good job and a hearty thank you to all the volunteers who turned out to
help!
Golf Tournament
On Tuesday, June 18th we held our Golf Tournament. We decided that to make it
more relaxed we’d have a scramble instead of individual play.
The day was lovely, sunny and not too hot. There were ten players from our Wing,
accompanied by one guest, while Kitchener Wing sent two players and Sarnia 403
Wing sent a foursome. Those four, by the way, were the winners. We’ll have our
revenge next year!
Everyone seemed to enjoy the more relaxed atmosphere of team play and certainly
the camaraderie afterward at the Wing with the prize giving and a BBQ.
We’ll see all you golfers again next year!

-Diana Cuthbert
2nd Vice President

HARVEST FESTIVAL
October 19th
Details coming soon on the website and
notice board!

On The Lighter Side
Donation
Father O’Malley answers the phone,
“Hello, is this Father O’Malley?”
“It is!”
“This is the IRS. Can you help us?”
“I can!”
“Do you know a Ted Houlihan?”
“I do!”
“Is he a member of your congregation?”
“He is!”
“Did he donate $10,000 to the church?”
“He will!”
Marriage Humour
Wife: “What are you doing?”
Husband: “Nothing.”
Wife: “Nothing...? You’ve been reading
our marriage certificate for an hour.”
Husband: “I was looking for an
expiration date.”
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Notes From The Secretary
Welcome back everyone. The floors are nicely cleaned and waxed. Flo, Natalie,
Tanya and the rest of The Happy Gang have fine lunches for you and your guests
throughout the coming months. The grounds and flower beds look wonderful
thanks to Diana, Gwen and Don. The book sale, now in its third year, continues
with good prices. The website is up and running thanks to the devoted committee.
Please welcome our new Editor of the London Link, Tanya Deaville, whom most of
you know who come to the great Friday lunches.
Euchre anyone? Give it a try. Every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. for only a loonie
starting September 4th. Invite friends to come along. The Euchre Club welcomes
everyone and you do not have to be a whiz at cards to have a great afternoon. We
have new decks of cards and the pencils are all sharpened. Usually my partner has to
“carry” me or I’d have a hundred euchres before the season is over in May. Oh yes,
the coffee is free and snacks are most welcome, especially chocolate cookies (low cal
of course).
Got some spare time? You have the talent, we know you do. The executive just
needs to know that you are available, once-in-a-while, ongoing, or for a special
project such as helping at Doors Open the last weekend in September. Please speak
to a member of the Wing Executive Council.
No swabbing of the deck, we promise!

-Chuck Hardy
Secretary

427 Wing Hosts OPC
On July 18th, 2013, the 427 Wing hosted the Ontario Provincial Committee
for their annual meeting. Members within the Air Cadet movement traveled to
our facility to discuss the relevant issues of the day and enjoyed a provided lunch.
Positive feedback was received from the OPC regarding the hospitality afforded to
them during their time spent here at the Wing.

Memorabilia Donated
Don Clark accepting an “ejection seat”

type arm chair from Mr. Wilson Boynton
of London. Mr. Boynton donated the chair
which belonged to his father, who was a
member of 427 Wing before he passed away.

The Happy Gang
Help is needed in the kitchen for
Friday lunches from 10:30am to 1pm.
This includes making coffee, setting up
the buffet table, serving lunches and
clean-up. No cooking is required. For
info or to volunteer, please speak to Flo
Douglas. Donated items are always
welcome to help make our lunches a
continued success!

• Are you concerned about your hearing?
• Do you or someone you know need help with hearing or hearing aids?
• London Audiology Consultants has been providing hearing care
for over 27 years.
• We help Londoners to hear better.
• If you are unable to come in to us, we provide house calls.
• We are a VAC registered provider.
• Please call for an appointment.
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Message From The Editor

Membership Report

Hello to All! Please allow me to take a few paragraphs to introduce myself. My
name is Tanya Deaville, and I am a full-time mother & homemaker and a part-time
kitchen volunteer here at the 427 Wing. I am also the new Editor of The London
Link!

As we begin yet another year of
activities at our Wing, I wish to thank
our members who have so promptly
paid their membership for the 2013/14
year. There are only a handful of
unpaid memberships as I write this, and
hopefully by the time the Link arrives in
your mailbox even those renewals will
be in. For the convenience of members
who are unable to attend the Wing for
lunch on Friday, payment can now be
made over the phone by credit card.
Just phone the Wing during lunch and
make your payment on your credit
card. Remember, if you have not paid
as yet, there is an extra $5 charge. This
is not kept at our Wing – it has to be
sent to National, so when the $5 is not
included on late payments it costs our
Wing. As much as I dislike removing
names from my database, if payment
is not received soon your name will be
deleted and this, unfortunately, will be
your last bulletin.

You may wonder what brought me here to the Wing last fall, so I’d like to give
you a little history about myself. I spent my very early years here in London and
around the age of 5, my family packed up and moved a half hour north to a small
hamlet that most of you may be familiar with, Centralia. I spent my formative
years passing the time as best I could, mowing acre-upon-acre of lawn, planting/
harvesting the family garden, watching baseball games play out from my back deck
and staring into the skies watching gliders float their way silently to the ground.
Often, at these times of idle sky-gazing, my Uncle Ken (having made the trek from
London in his Piper Cherokee 140 CF-YPE) would fly overhead waving his wings
in an effort to say, “Hi, meet me at the runway if you’d like to come for a ride”.
We’d hop in the car and hightail it to the airport as quick as we could and were
always treated to adrenaline filled rides through the sky. See, my uncle understood
how important these kind gestures were to us kids. These flights left permanent
memories etched in my mind that have ultimately put me where I sit today, at my
laptop, piecing together the Link for your, and my own, enjoyment. Some of you
may know my uncle, his full name is Ken Fucile and he is a past member of the
427 Wing. He too received a great gift from his Uncle Mike: the freedom and joy
of flying. That’s right, the Wing’s very own Mike Sydorko is my Great Uncle. I
have him to thank for instilling the aviation roots within our family. Without
Uncle Mike and his dedication to mentoring my Uncle Ken, I wouldn’t be here at
the Wing today!
You will notice that this edition of the Link looks a little different than previous
issues, this is because I have some greatly appreciated help from my partner,
Michael Brennan, who holds a degree in graphic design from Algonquin College.
He has selflessly offered to be my assistant (read: layout artist) on this endeavour
and without his help, I’m not sure you would be reading this issue until midOctober!
If you have any questions, article submissions or general comments (be gentle), you
can always track me down via email or at Friday lunches where you can find me
either enjoying a coffee in the bar room or elbows deep in a soapy sink. I wanted
to conclude by thanking the Executive Council for putting their faith in me as the
Link’s new Editor. I can only hope that I continue to meet the standards of hard
work and effort put forth by Tammy Newman, my predecessor.
-Tanya Deaville
Editor

We are always looking for new
members, so come out to lunch on
Friday and bring a friend. Perhaps they
will want to join our Wing and enjoy
the camaraderie with you.
-Cathy Newman
Membership

RCAF Roundel Buttons Have Arrived
Pick yours up today! $2/each.
KROWN©
Rust Protection Company

Promoting People, Providing Promotions
Steven W. Levschuk, MAS, President
p: 519-659-5862 x222 f: 519-659-7052
steveschuk@talbot-promo.com
384 Neptune Cres, London N6M 1A1
www.talbot-promo.com

6 | SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2013

Protect.
Maintain.
Save.

565 Glasgow Street
London, ON N5W 6E5
Ph: 519-432-3337
F: 519-432-9021
beu.krown@on.aibn.com
Owner: Mike Beukeboom

Remembrance Speech in
Colchester England
Read on April 25th, 2013
by David Smith,
Committee Chairperson for War
Graves, Poppy Fund, Heritage/
History and Veterans’ Memorial
Greetings from everyone at 427
(London) Wing and thank you to my
Colchester friends who have hosted me.
Special thanks go out to Chris Stanfield
for making me feel part of the team of
both family and researchers who helped
build the stories of the seven young
airmen we are remembering today.
My journey here today began fourteen
years ago when my Aunt, now deceased,
asked me to do research on her husband
– Earl Clifford Parker – who was MIA
outside of Rimini, Italy on September
21st, 1944. This sparked my interest
in researching information about our
Canadian Forces who served during
WWI and WWII. As my interest and
curiosity grew, I spoke to other relatives
and discovered another Aunt lost her
boyfriend – Kenneth McDonald Stuart
– August 19th, 1942 on the beaches of
Dieppe, France. My cousin’s wife had
lost her uncle – Lionel Way – in the
battle of the Rhineland February 28th,
1945 and a veteran friend of mine lost
his best friend – Freddy Parker – flying
a Bolingbroke reconnaissance bomber
out of Sydney, Cape Breton Island on
June 3rd, 1941. No doubt the families
of these young men grieved deeply at
the loss of a son, a grandson, a brother,
a husband, a father, a nephew and a
friend.

I visited the Commonwealth War
Graves Cemeteries and Memorials in
Italy, France, Holland and Canada
where these young men are buried or
their names inscribed on a memorial
wall if they were MIA. Upon entering
these cemeteries the words of the poet
John Oxenham came to mind:

Public School, Chatham ON, Canada.
“I open my eyes to the present world,
the poppies in my hand and whisper
a silent thank you, to those who saved
this land.”

“Tread softly here! Go reverently
and slow. Let your soul go down
upon its knees and, with bowed
head and heart abased, strive hard
to grasp the future gain in this
sore loss! For not one foot of this
dank sod but drank its share of the
blood of gallant men. Who for
their faith, their hope – for life and
liberty, here made the sacrifice –
here gave their lives and gave right
willingly – for you and me.”

We are standing on hallowed ground
this morning and it is wonderful to
see so many family members present
to remember the seven young airmen
who lost their lives on this day, sixtynine years ago, flying Lancaster UM
K2 serial #DV177 of 626 Squadron
Royal Air Force. Warrant Officer
Robert Edgar Hall Cameron, Sergeant
Dennis Randle, Sergeant Ernest John
Fancy, Sergeant John Landar Shell, Pilot
Officer Francis Winburn Gunn, Pilot
Officer Murray Langtry McPherson and
Flight Sergeant, James Douglas Mayger
– your courage, your valour, your
sacrifice are remembered here today by
your families and friends. In closing, I
would like to recite the last two lines of
a poem entitled “Thank You” written
by a thirteen year old school girl, Laurie
Near, for Remembrance Day Services
on November 11th, 1984 at McKeough

from top to bottom A British Lancaster
made three passes at the end of the ceremony; the project took two years of planning,
relatives came from as far away as Canada
and Australia; this cane has a carved Lancaster Bomber on the handle; eight large
display boards with photos and docs about
the deceased airmen.

Editor’s Note We received the following from Chris Stanfield, Colchester, Essex, England: I just wanted to let you know what a pleasure it has
been to meet David who, as I write this, is on his way back to Canada. It is obvious that David is very passionate about honouring fallen
Canadian servicemen. His attendance at the Lancaster Crew Memorial Unveiling Ceremony was greatly appreciated and he contributed
to this by actively taking part. We had at least thirty relatives of the crew attend and they were provided with a very professional ceremony
honouring their lost relatives. David was an important element to the overall day and spoke with several Canadians who had managed to
come to England. I’m sure David will update you all when he arrives home. I am truly grateful for the amount of personal effort he put into
the project and it has been uplifting to know that some people really do care about their Nation’s and family’s history. I know for certainty
what we accomplished together will be held with tremendous affection by the families who attended and even those who couldn’t make the
journey to Colchester. It was a memorable achievement. Our goal to build the memorial was accomplished, and a great deal more.
Kind regards…
THE LONDON LINK | 7

Airport Inn & Suites
toll free 877-464-1200
2230 Dundas St. E,
London ON, N5V 1R5
Ph: 519-457-1200
Fax: 519-659-1632
Attn: Mr. Murray MacKay

The Great Lakes International
Air Show
With spectacular weather, amazing
performances and engaging participant
booths, the Great Lakes International Air
Show was an overwhelming success for
the region! The 427 Wing set up camp
at the event which took place at the St.
Thomas Municipal Airport from June
28th - 30th. We had several volunteers
man the booth over those days and we
made a fair profit from donations and
regalia sales, which totalled $1,221. Our
volunteers were also treated to several aerials displays with the highlights of the days being the Harvard Aircraft Formation Team,
the thunderous CF-18, our beloved Snowbirds and the CAF B-17G, which came all the way from Arizona! A big thank you goes
out to all those that helped out with this great event!

ANY PORT IN A STORM?
John was in Dublin, going to University. One very dark night, in the midst of a big storm, he was on the side of the road
hitchhiking. The night was rolling on and no car went by. The storm was so strong he could barely see a few feet ahead.
Suddenly, he saw a car coming towards him; it stopped.
John, desperate for shelter and without thinking about it, got into the car and closed the door. About the time he realized
there was nobody behind the wheel and the engine wasn’t on, the car started moving slowly. John looked at the road ahead and
saw a curve approaching. Scared, he started to pray, begging for his life. Then, just before the car hit the curve, a hand appeared
out of nowhere through the window, and turned the wheel. John, paralyzed with terror, watched as the hand came through the
window, but never touched or harmed him.
Shortly thereafter, John saw the lights of a pub appear down the road, so, gathering strength he jumped out of the car and ran
to it. Wet and out of breath, he rushed inside and started telling everybody about the experience he had just had. A silence
enveloped the pub when everybody realized he was crying and he was NOT drunk.
Suddenly, the door opened and two other people walked in from the dark and stormy night. They, like John, were also soaked
and out of breath. Looking around, they saw John sobbing at the bar. One said to the other… “Look Paddy… there’s that
idiot that got in the car while we were pushing it!!!”
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My Two Cents’ Worth
As some of you may know, I was an
Air Traffic Controller (ATC) while I
was in the Military. What most of you
probably don’t know is the rigorous
training I undertook to get there. After
graduating from CMR, I was posted to
Cornwall, ON for one year. All ATC
personnel go there to train although
the military courses are separate from
the civilian courses. The course was
broken into three parts: tower control,
radar control and procedural control.
Throughout the entire course, we always
had meteorology courses. The pass mark
was 85% but at each airport or Base,
you had monthly local and professional
knowledge exams and the pass mark
for those was 100%. We were very
qualified!!
During the tower control portion
of the course, I learned that I would
be responsible for all aircraft flying
within my zone, including military,
civilian, helicopters, float planes and
“life” flights. Life flights are usually
helicopters that go to accident scenes
and fly the severely wounded people
to the hospitals. Naturally, they are a
priority. The other priorities were those
planes who were declaring emergencies.
We were taught to always remember
that we were on the ground, safe, so
we didn’t have to panic. My zone was
typically up to 3,000 feet high and out
to ten or fifteen miles. We controlled
from the large towers you see on the
edge of the runways with the 360°,
all glass view. We were in charge of
anything that touched or crossed a
runway. This would include the bird

man, the grass cutters, snow removal,
fuel trucks, aircraft taxiing and, of
course, your everyday flight.
During the radar segment, my zone
was much larger; we were responsible
for up to 20 or 30 thousand feet high
and maybe out to as far as ninety miles.
With radar, we were sitting in dark
rooms well off the runway and we stared
at radar scopes. Each aircraft had a
digital tag and, attached to that tag, we
could see all its relevant information.
Instantly, we knew where it had come
from and where it was going. We
knew its speed, height, the amount
of fuel they carried and how many
passengers were on board. ATC had
the responsibility of ensuring that each
plane maintained adequate separation
from each other plane. Essentially,
learning all those rules were the crux
of our year-long course. Since we
couldn’t see the runway, we couldn’t give
permission for the pilots to land or takeoff. We had to ask the tower controller’s
approval and then relayed that to the
pilots.
The last segment, procedural control,
was the most difficult. This was radar
controlling without the use of radar. It
was used where radar was not available
– the far north for example, or over the
oceans. All you needed for this type of
control were two-way communications,
a map, a piece of paper and a pen. Here,
you had to pull out every rule you ever
used. You needed to use way-points
in the sky, much like the mile markers
on the sides of the highway. You had
to have their speed and routing and,
more importantly, you had to have

that information for every aircraft and
still maintain their separation. At most
airports, the technicians regularly need
to maintain the radar. They typically
do this on a very non-busy night but,
when they did their maintenance, the
controller no longer had workable radar.
So… although none of us liked it, we
all had to work through it on a regular
basis.
The next time you are flying and the
pilot announces that you will be late
taking off or landing because of Air
Traffic Control, just remember that the
controllers are doing their best to move
everybody where they need to go in a
safe, orderly and expeditious manner.
Trust me; we don’t like keeping planes
waiting if we don’t have to. Safe travels!
-Tammy Newman, CD

Ink Cartridge Fundraiser
1947 Aeronca Chief Aircraft Project
There’s a box at the Wing to deposit
all empty cartridges. For each one, the
Project will receive a donation of up to
$2.50 to sponsor the Air Cadets. For
more info, contact LCol (ret’d) Armin
or Judy Grunwald.
• In 2008, we began the rebuilding of
vintage aircraft, which was donated to
the Air Cadet Program;
• The Air Cadet League of Canada
has approved the sponsorship of this
project to enhance skills in Aviation
Technology and Maintenance;
• This exciting opportunity, where
cadets can earn a high school credit,
has been organized to help train Air
Cadets, which, undoubtedly, will
benefit the Community.
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LEGACY PARTNERS
MIKE WHELAN CHFC
519-518-2025 EXT. 22

Would you like to save on legal fees and probate
taxes upon death? Allow me to serve your family!
Mike@LegacyPartners.ca

Edward V. Rickenbacker
(pt. 4 - cont’d from previous issue)
Between the Wars
After World War I ended, Rickenbacker
was approached several times about
exploiting his fame. He chose to go on
a Liberty bond tour. He was offered
many movie positions, but did not want
all the attention, even though he was
the most celebrated aviator in America
(soon to be supplanted by Charles
Lindbergh after his solo flight across
the Atlantic). Rickenbacker described
his WWI flying experiences in his
memoirs, Fighting the Flying Circus,
published after the war. In this book,
he also describes the character, exploits
and death of fellow pilot Lt. Quentin
Roosevelt, the son of US President
Theodore Roosevelt. Rickenbacker
also continued to associate with Reed
Chambers, with whom he had served
in World War I; they jointly founded
an airline. In 1925, Rickenbacker
was a defence witness, along with Hap
Arnold, Tooey Spaatz, Ira Eakerand
Fiorello H. La Guardia, in the courtmartial of General Billy Mitchell.

Jeffrey Schiller
P: 519-652-1159
C: 519-494-4257
1-800-404-8855
F: 519-652-2953

Marriage
In 1922, Rickenbacker married Adelaide
Frost Durant; their marriage lasted for
the rest of his life. Although they spent
considerable time in Florida, Texas and
Ohio, the Rickenbackers lived chiefly
in New York City. They adopted two
boys: David Edward in 1925 and
William Frost in 1928. Adelaide was an
unconventional wife for the times: she
was five years older than her husband,
had been previously married and was
outspoken and active. As independent
as she was, Adelaide fully supported
Rickenbacker’s endeavours until his
death in 1973.
Rickenbacker Automobile
He started the Rickenbacker
Motor Company in 1920, selling
technologically advanced cars
incorporating innovations from
automobile racing. The Rickenbacker
came equipped with the first fourwheel brake system. Probably due
to bad publicity from the other car
manufacturers, who feared they would
be unable to sell their inventory of
cars with two-wheel braking, the
company had trouble selling its cars

4104 Blakie Road, London

jschiller@imperialcoffee.com
www.imperialcoffee.com

and eventually went bankrupt in
1927. Rickenbacker went into massive
debt, but was determined to pay
back all of the $250,000 he owed,
despite personally going bankrupt
(and therefore no longer being legally
obligated to do so). Eventually, all
vehicles manufactured in the US
incorporated four-wheel braking.
The Indianapolis Motor Speedway
On November 1, 1927, Rickenbacker
bought the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, which he operated for
nearly a decade and a half, overseeing
many improvements to the facility.
Once the Speedway operations were
under control, Rickenbacker looked
for additional opportunities for
entrepreneurship, including sales for the
Cadillac division of General Motors and
for various aircraft manufacturers and
airlines. After the 800 km race in 1941,
Rickenbacker closed the Speedway due
to WWII. He felt that holding the races
would have been a waste of valuable
gasoline and other fuels. In 1945,
Rickenbacker sold the racetrack to the
businessman Anton Hulman, Jr.
(cont’d on next page)

LONDON FACTORY SUPPLY &
EQUIPMENT
Serving the London area since 1964
TRAFFIC VESTS • HARD HATS
RAIN WEAR • HARNESSES • LANYARDS
CONES • DELINEATORS • GLOVES
568 Glasgow St.
London, ON
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Ph: 519-433-5158
Fax: 519-433-4429

(Rickenbacker cont’d)
Eastern Air Lines
Rickenbacker’s most lasting business
endeavour was his long-time leadership
of Eastern Air Lines. Through the
1920s, he had worked with and for
General Motors (GM): first as the
California distributor for its new car,
the short-lived Sheridan, then later as a
marketer for the LaSalle and, finally, as
vice president of sales for their affiliate,
Fokker Aircraft Company. He persuaded
GM to purchase North American
Aviation, a conglomerate whose assets
included Eastern Air Transport. GM
asked him to manage Eastern, beginning
in 1935. With the help of some
friends, Rickenbacker merged Eastern
Air Transport and Florida Airways

LAST POST
JONES, Robert (Bob)
Wednesday, August 14, 2013

to form Eastern Air Lines, an airline
that eventually grew from a company
flying a few thousand miles per week
into a major airline. In April 1938,
after learning that GM was considering
selling Eastern to John D. Hertz,
Rickenbacker met with GM’s Chairman
of the Board, Alfred P. Sloan and bought
the company for $3.5 million.
Rickenbacker oversaw many radical
changes in the field of commercial
aviation. He negotiated with the US
government to acquire air mail routes,
a great advantage to companies in
need of business. He helped develop
and support new aircraft designs.
Rickenbacker bought the new, large,
faster airliners for Eastern Air Lines,
including the four-engined Lockheed

Constellation and Douglas DC-4.
Rickenbacker personally collaborated
with many of the pioneers of aviation,
including Donald W. Douglas, the
founder of the Douglas Aircraft
Company and the designer and builder
of the large, four-engined airliners,
the DC-4, DC-6, DC-7 and DC-8
(its first jet airliner.) Rickenbacker
promoted flying to the American public,
but, always aware of the possibility
of accidents, he wrote in his autobiography, “I have never liked to use
the word “safe” in connection with
either Eastern Air Lines or the entire
transportation field; I prefer the word
‘reliable’.”
To be continued next issue.

London Commissionaires Association
The London Commissionaires Association is a group of retired and serving
Commissionaires living in the London area that is a region of Commissionaires
(Great Lakes) headquartered in Toronto.
The London group meets at The Wing four times a year and also have their annual
Christmas Luncheon at The Wing cooked and served by Flo and her helpers.
This is one of the several regular groups who rent the Wing facilities throughout
the year. Three members of the LCA are also members of 427 (London) Wing,
AFAC.

A long-time member of 50 years passed
away in palliative care at Parkwood
Hospital. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to his family.

BROWN, Ada (Evelyn)
Friday, August 16, 2013

The next regular meeting is at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, November 21, 2013.
Wing members and other readers of The Link who have been employed by The
Commissionaires are most welcome to come to the meeting as guests without any
obligation to apply for membership. There are lively roundtable sessions, guest
speakers on many topics and sometimes a free lunch. Always the coffee and a
snack are free. For more information, please contact Chuck Hardy at
chuck.hardy@sympatico.ca or 519-452-1379.
–Chuck Hardy

Tartan Wanted!

Evelyn Brown, beloved wife of member
Peter Brown, passed away at Parkwood
Hospital. Evelyn and Peter were long time
players of euchre at the 427 Wing. Our
sincere condolences go out
to Peter and family.

If anyone has RCAF tartan material they
are not using, please consider donating it
to the Wing. The tartan will be used to
make articles like bags and clothing for
teddy bears, etc. These items will then
be sold and all proceeds will go to the
Wing. Please contact Hilda Smeltzer at
fhsmeltzer@rogers.com for info.
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BIRTHDAY
SEPTEMBER

Bob Barnes • Ray Bennell • Harold Cameron • Jeanne Cherrington
Ray Gawne • Frank Gilliland • Andrew Gilpin • George Hexter, DFM
Rene McKinnon • Mitch Mitchell • Dave O’Brien • Al Pageot, CD
Howard Quaife • Walter Schussler • Spike Spicer • Jim Thorne
Claude Vigeant • Ken Watson

BRATS
OCTOBER

Gus Cameron • Matt Criger • Des Dessert, CD
Flo Douglas • Armin Grunwald
Bette Hexter • Maxine Jones • Glen Knupp
Mary Manson • Hugh Pollock
Thomas Taborowski • Al White

“I was forced to live far beyond my years when just a child, now I have reversed the order and I intend to remain young indefinitely.”
–Mary Pickford

AND HER MOTHER CAME TOO!

J

TRUCKS & CARS

B

JB Trucks’n Stuff
5075 Dundas Street
4 miles east of London
jbtrucks.autotrader.ca
John Brotzel, President
john@jbtrucksnstuff.com
Se Habla Español – B.B.B.
Dave Woodhead, Manager
dave@jbtrucksnstuff.com
Mike The Closer, Financing
100% Vehicle Finance
vehiclefinance123@gmail.com

519 432-5000
Fax 519 268-2789

“Do not go where the path may
lead; go instead where there is
no path and leave a trail.”
-Anonymous
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Music by Invor Novello and Words by Dion Titheradge
I seem to be the victim of a cruel jest,
It dogs my footsteps with the girl I love the best.
She’s just the sweetest thing that I have ever known,
But still we never get the chance to be alone.
My car will meet her – And her mother comes too!
It’s a two-seater – Still her mother comes too!
At Ciro’s when I am free, at dinner, supper or tea,
She loves to shimmy with me – And her mother does too!
We buy her trousseau – And her mother comes too!
Asked not to do so – Still her mother comes too!
She simply can’t take a snub; I go and sulk at the club,
Then have a bath and a rub – And her brother comes too!
There may be times when couples need a chaperone,
But mothers ought to learn to leave a chap alone.
I wish they’d have a heart and use their common sense,
For three’s a crowd, and more, it’s treble the expense.
We lunch at Maxim’s – And her mother comes too!
How large a snack seems – When her mother comes too!
And when they’re visiting me, we finish afternoon tea,
She loves to sit on my knee – And her mother does too!
To golf we started – And her mother came too!
Three bags I carted – When her mother came too!
She fainted just off the tee, my darling whisper’d to me,
“Jack dear, at last we are free” – But her mother came to!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Warriors Day Parade
On Saturday, September 7th, 2013,
the 62nd Annual Western Fair Warriors’
Day Parade will take place in honour
of the Korean War Armistice and the
contributions and sacrifices made by
Canadians during that time. The parade
will begin its march down Dundas St. at
11:20am from Banting House Museum
and make its way to the Western Fair
Racetrack. This will be followed by the
Grandstand Ceremonies. If you would
like to join in the parade or require
further information, please contact Don
Clarke.
Doors Open London
On September 28 & 29, 2013, from
10am - 4pm, the 427 Wing will be
taking part in Doors Open London.
This is a two-day event that opens up

spaces and offers activities throughout
London, free of charge, for local
residents and visitors to engage with.
This event has been widely recognized
as a weekend of communal gathering,
celebration and recognition for London’s
arts and heritage sectors, featuring
hands-on, interactive activities that
invite the public to participate “behind
the scenes” to discover the world of
artists, creators, historians, architects,
etc. at work in their community. If any
members have memorabilia that they
could lend for this event, it would be
very much appreciated. Please contact
Diana Cuthbert for more information.
Additional information about the event
and participating sites,
see www.doorsopenlondon.ca.
Upcoming General Meeting Memo
A General Meeting will be taking

place on Friday, September 27th, 2013
at 1pm. All members are encouraged
to attend in order to have their voices
heard. This month’s agenda will include
voting on proposed amendments to
the by-laws. You will be able to find
these proposed changes on the Notice
Board this month, prior to the meeting.
Please attend if at all possible as it is an
interesting agenda with many events
planned. This is your chance to have
your say as the Wing soars into the
future.
Golf
Tuesdays, Starting at 9:00 a.m.
at Crumlin Creek Golf Course on
Crumlin Side Road. If you are
interested, come out and join us or leave
a message at 427 Wing. Green fees –
$10.00 plus HST; Power Cart – $10.00
plus HST; Pull Carts are available.
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427 WING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

SEPTEMBER 2013
Wednesday

1

2

3

RAA

4

Cards

5

8

9

10

MAC

11

Cards
BCC

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

DO

29

Monday

Tuesday

Saturday

6

Lunch

7

LVRC
WDP

12

13

Lunch
WEC

14

BOB

Cards

19

20

Lunch

21

Cards

26

27

Lunch
WD, GM

28

OCTOBER 2013
Wednesday

1

RAA

2

Cards

3

7

8

MAC

9

Cards
BCC

16

13

Closed!

14

15

20

AGM

21

22

28

29

27

WT

Friday

DO

30

Sunday

6

FO

Thursday

FO

Thursday

WT

Friday

Saturday

4

Lunch

5

10

11

Lunch
WEC

12

Cards

17

18

Lunch
SD, AGM

19

HF
AGM

23

Cards

24

25

Lunch
WD, GM

26

MAC

30

Cards

31

LEGEND
AGM Annual General Meeting taking place in Saskatoon
BCC British Car Club meeting at 7:30 pm
BOB Battle of Britain, begins at 3:30pm.
See advertisement on pg. 13
DO Doors Open London, 10am – 4pm
FO
Fanshawe Optimist’s Club meeting at 7:30 pm
GM General Meeting at 1pm
HF
Harvest Festival, see advertisement on pg. 4
LVRC London Vintage Radio Club meeting at 7:30 p.m

MAC
RAA
SD
WD

Model Aircraft Club meeting at 7:30 pm
Recreational Aircraft Association meeting at 7:30 pm
Scottish Dancers (evening)
The Women’s Division join us every last Friday of the
month for lunch
WEC Executive Council Meeting at 1pm
WDP Warriors Day Parade: begins at 11:20am at Banting
House Museum. See information on pg. 13
WT Wood Turners meeting at 7:30 pm

The Wing will be closed for Thanksgiving on Sunday, October 13th, 2013

If you are receiving a pension as a result of your
employment with the Federal government – military,
RCMP or public service – the FSNA has something for
you. Call 519-439-3762 or visit our website at
www.fsnalondon.com It's that easy.
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